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li scientists are expected to 
staff the Israeli academy of scien- 
ce and humanities office in Beij- 
ing, whiefa Merfcav said would be 
Israel’s first representation in 
China. 

Sudan rebels claim 
capture of 3 towns 

NAIROBI (AP) — Rebels sod 
Friday they had overran three 
more government ' ga r risons in 
southern Sudan and beaten back 
a military convoy trying to come 
to the rescue of one. In a clandes- 
tine radio broadcast, the Sudan 
People's Liberation Army said it 
captured Kologi in southern Kor- 
dofan province "after seven days 
of heavy fighting preceded by a 
one-mouth siege.;” The bro adc ast 
said rebel forces also ambushed a 
33-veMde convoy, ti wftwfing four 
tanks, that was trying , to reach 
Kologi and- “forced it to r e trea t 
with heavy tosses." The rebels 
also claimed the capture of two 
smaller garrison towns, Bazia on 
Jan. 24 and Amati Wednesday. 
The report could not be indepen- 
dently confirmed. 

Mutilated corpses 
found in Azerbaijan 

MOSCOW (Jl) — TWelve muti- 
lated corpses, II of them Arme- 
nians from a home for invalids,, 
have been found in a sand pit in 
Soviet Azerbaijan, the official 
news agency TASS said oil Fri- 
day. TASS did not say who was 
suspected of the ladings. Buz (be 
corpses — II women and one 
man — appeared to be victims of 
an ethnic conflict between Arme- 
nians and Azeris which has killed 
hundreds over the past two yean. 
Eleven were identified as hand- 
icapped Armenians who dis- 
appeared from a home for in- 
valids in the Azerbaijani dry of 
Gyandzha on Jan. 24, TASS said. 
It did not identify the other vie- 
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Swedish politics 
In disarray 

STOCKHOLM ( AP) — Finance 


Minister XjeH-Otof Feldt res- 
igned Friday from the. day-old 
caretaker cabinet, one day after 
the government resigned when 
his economic austerity package 
was defeated in parliament. 
Feldt's resignation appeared to 
be an at te m pt by the Social 
Democrats, the former governing 
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support to form a new govern- 
ment. On Thursday, Prime 
Minister Ingvar Carisson submit- 
ted the government’s resignation, 
setting off a political crisis, after 
parliament rejected the economic 
austerity measures proposed by 
the widely respected Fridt. Cari- 
sson announced that PeWffc de- 
puty ami budget director. Odd 
Engstrom, would fill the finance 
minis ter's post in the caretaker 
government. 

Kenyan minister 
found dead 

NAIROBI (AP) — The party 
burned body of Foreign Munster 
Robert Ouko was found Friday 
near his western Kenya home 
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found “mareumstaucesv^chat 
the moment suggest foul play." 
The body of foe 58-year-old 
minister was found hr a sugar 
field about 6 kilometres 
from Iris family fenn in Kant, not 
far from Lake Victoria. 
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King pardons 
political prisoners 


Price: Jordan 100 IBs; Sand! Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 



AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Friday ordered the 
go v e rnm e n t to release 29 con- 
victed politieal prisoners a a con- 
tinuing drive towards patitical 


The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
re said the King ordered (be 
prisoners “release immediately," 
Twenty-seven are Jordanians and 
two are foreigners, it said. 

The King ordered the release 
of rite prisoner* “so that they can 
le t ur n to their society and kin- 
folk, CMH rifa M e to bcrildiiig foe 
homeland and participate in se- 
rious and responsible work," Pet- 


An Interior Ministry official, 
speaking to the AP on condition 
of anonymity, said foe decree 
covered prisoner* who had 
already served at least half of 
sentences ranging from 10 to 15 
yean. 

They included prisoners con- 
victed of arms smuggling and 
other offenses, as wff as mem- 
bership in banned organisations. 
The official said their release 
p a per s were being processed. 


pa p er s were being processed. 

The official indicated that 
another 40 political-related pris- 
oners remained behind bars, and 
their cases were being stndSed for 
a possible amnesty. Some were 
tmsvkted offaombmgs or attemp- 
ted 


The latest release occurred ou 
Dec. 2, when the government 
freed 48 political activists who 
had been detained but not con- 
victed. 

The new government of Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran has 
already repealed a 37-year-old 
anti-communism law and has 
announced plans id repeal foe 
23-year-old martial law and a 
55-year-old defence law. 

Petra listed the Jordanians 
ordered released Friday as under: 
Husain Ahmad Hussein A1 
Aqarbawi, Hassaan All 
Mahmoud Ai Kamaz, Usama 
Mustafa Zaid A1 Nabuisi, Ra’ed 
Mohammad As‘ad AJ Zou’bi, 
Nazih Yousef Ibrahim A1 
Dasouqi, Abdul Hakim Yousef 
Mahmoud Rayyan, Hassan 
Mohammad Ajjaj Obeidat, 
Mbusa Mohammad Musa Abdul- 
lah, Ahmad Arabi Yasim Ahmad 
A1 Khalaylch, Riyadh Ahmad 
Abdallah Suleiman, Ahmad 
Hammed Musa A1 Nmeilat, 
Yousef Ahmad Saleh Ibrahim, 
Izbahiu Jamil Ahamd Abdallah, 
Wasef Abdul Rahman 
Mahmoud, Ibrahim Oasem Sulei- 
man AI KhawaUeh, Kama) Kha- 
lil Saleh Ibrahim, Hassan AM 
Mohammad Shahin, Hussein 
Ahmad Fahd Al Saffian, Nayef 
Yousef Abdul Ghani Al Hassa- 
nat, Thamer Shamer Shnkr 


Khan, Hassan Mohammad Hus- 
sein Al Ah, Khaims Abdul Qader 
Mohammad Rizq, Yousef Ya- 
jqoub Mohammad Al KaJawi, 
Ibrahim Abdul Rahman Ibrahim 
Jarad, Jamil Shaker Hussein Al 
Musa, Mohammad Khattab Mns- 
tafe Musad, and Ahmad HSal ‘Id 
Al Dawaymeh. The two non- 
Jordanians ordered freed were 
not identified. 

The decree followed the King's 
return Thursday sight from a visit 
from Saudi Arabia 

During the three-day visit, the 
King held talks with King Fahd 
Ben Abdul Aziz on bilateral rela- 
tions and regional and interna- 
tional affairs. 

Petra said that the two leaders 
re affi r med the need for a unified 
stand in foe face of foe develop- 
ments in the region. 

On his way back to Amman, 
the King visited Medina where he 
prayed at the Prophet Moham- 
mad Mosque. King Hussein was 
accompanied ‘on the visit by 
Royal Coon Chief Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker and his Political 
Advisor Adnan Abu Odeh. 

Message to Arafat 

It was announced Thursday 
night that King Hussein had sent 
a message to Palestine Prcadent 



Qasem addresses Baghdad celebration 


‘ACC represents 

determination to 
achieve unity’ 


the Arab Order. He summarised 
these challenges as: Iran's hesita- 
tion to accept foe calk for peace 
by Iraq, Israel’s intransigence and 
its denial of foe rights of foe 
Palestinian people and Jewish im- 
migration to Palestine from the 
Soviet Union and Eastern 


HM King Hussein 

Yasser Arafat on current coor- 
dination to unify Arab efforts in 
the face of the common chal- 
lenges. .. 

The message was delivered by 
Deputy-Prime Minister Marwan 
Al Qasem, who said in a state- 
ment later that he reviewed with 
Arafat c ur r en t developments in 
the occupied Arab rerraories. 

Arafat said later that he discus- 
sed the influx of Soviet Jewish 
immigrants to Palertne which 
will be tackled by the leaders of 
Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) countries and a future 
Arab summit meeting. 

Qasem will also take pan in a 
meeting to prepare foe agenda 
for ACC summit later this month, 
which will indude the issue of 
Soviet Jewish itnmigrtion to 


BAGHDAD (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Marwan Al Qasem said 
Friday that the creation of the 
Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) was a practical translation 
of the aspirations and deieimina- 
tion of the peoples of the four 
founding countries to achieve the 
long-sought Arab unity at a time 
when the world is witnessing 
dramatic developments ana 


changes. 

Delivering a speech on behalf 
of IBs Majesty Khtt Hussein at a 
major celebration held to mark 
the first anniversary of the ACC, 
Qasem that the “changing 
international environment has 
served as an opportunity to acti- 
vate the Arab Order." 

“The state of mutual reliance 
characterising the international 
order docs not allow far smgnlar- 
ism or isolation, and the creation 
of economic blocs warrants that 
our nation rearranges its house 
and prepares itself for negotiating 


The two-day ACC summit is 
scheduled to be held in Amman 
Feb. 24 daring which the ACC 
leaders will ago agreements in 
various fields of economic coop- 
eration. 


with other world blocs,” he said. 

“There is no room on our 
planet for small, dispersed weak 
entities since such entities can not 
provide the requirements of 
security, freedom and economic 
prosperity for their citizens, let 
ainm> mainfam thi-fr independ- 
ence and sovereignty and even 
their existence,” Qasem said. 
“The creation of the ACC was 
not a reaction to world events 
even though the developments 
taking place in oar sphere have 
contributed ro its formation,” be 
added. 

Qasem stressed that “our 
meeting today should not serve as 
an occasion for oekbrating the 
declaration of foe ACC, but 
rather as an invitation for eva- 
luating and assessing its one-year 
march." 

Qasem called for bolstering 
cooperation and coordination 
among the ACC member states 
to, counter the challenges faring 
the Arab Nation and threatening 


On the eastern flank of the 
Arab World, Qasem said, Iran is 
stiU hesitant over peace with Iraa. 
“A strong and influential Arab 
gathering will serve as a positive 
means for convincing Iran of the 
importance of capitalising on foe 
peace initiative made by Iraq,” 
he said. 

On the Western flank, Qasem 
said, Jordan is on the longest 
confrontation line with Israel, 
which still refuses to recognise 
the legitimate Palestinian rights, 
including the rights to self-deter- 
mination and to establish ad inde- 
pendent state. “Such intransi- 
gence on foe part of Israel cannot 
be countered except through an 
influential and effective Arab en- 
tity.” he said. 

Israel seeks to weaken the 
Arab World and to contain the 
Arab Order in preparation for 
dominating it, he said. “Despite 
foe continuing Palestinian upris- 
ing and our full support for it, and 
the positive stand cf foe Palestine 

(Continued on page 3) 


Geagea Gghters hospitalised in west Beirut 


Aoun forces pound hospital, 
orphanage in frenzied battles 


BEIRUT (AP) — Soldiers of 
maverick General Michel Aoun 
shelled a French-financed hospit- 
al and an orphanage Friday as his 
troops maintained a relentless 
barrage on isolated pockets of the 
rival nriKti a in east Beirut. 

The administrators of the 
Hotel Dies hospital, which took 
20 direct hits, and foe Notre 
Dame Orphanage appealed to 
foe combatants to stop hitting 
them or they would be forced to 
shut. 

The command of Samir 
Geanea’s Lebanese Forces (LF) 
militia accused Aous’s gunners of 
using; U.S.-made 155 mifimetre 
ho w itz er s and incendiary shells in 
“their criminal” bombardment of 
*Am Roummaneh and the mili- 
tia's two other pockets of Ashra- 
fiyeh and Na baa in east Beirut. 

The artiflery barrage of the 
three Geagea strongholds fol- 
lowed a 16-hour Aoun offensive 
by 36 tanks and about 900 sol- 
diers Thursday that took a chain 
of buxkfings around 'Ain Roum- 
maneh. Police said 20 people 
were killed and 54 wounded in 
foe attack. 

By police count, the 17-day 
savage power straggle foe control 
over the 800-rouace-kiloinetres 
predominantly Christian enclave 
has killed 554 people and wound- 
ed 1329. 

A police spokesman said 
Aoun's command units were 
“nibbling” through 'Ain Roum- 
maneh Friday behind a fierce 
ftartam of howitzer and mortar 
fixe. 

The spokesman said Geagea’s 
miKria in 'Ain Roummaneh was 
“in a very difficult position.” 


■ Aoun’s command in a com- 
munique Friday said 'Ain Roum- 
maneh had fallen, hot mopping 
up operations “against the gun- 
men’s few remaining pockets of 
resistance” were continuing. 

It said Geagea’s gunners were 
trying to ease the pressure oa 
'Ain Ronmmaneb by pounding 
Aoun’s supply lines in districts in 
east Beirut from multi-barrelled 
rocket launchers deployed in the 
Kesrouan hinterland north of the 
capital. 

The fighting Thursday also 
stripped the Lebanese Forces of 
its main clinic, said the 
spokesman. 

He said this pushed the 
Lebanese Forces to conclude a 
deal with the mainstream Shi’itt 
Amal militia to evacuate casual- 
ties from c Ain Ronznmaneh to foe 
neighbouring district of Shiyah, 
across the no-man’s-land of 
Bdrufs dividing green line. 

Witnesses, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity, reported 
seeing at least two wounded 


ried on stretchers to Shiyah and- 
evacuated by Amal ambulances 
to the American University Hos- 
pital. 

This raised to 17 the number of 
wounded Geagea militiamen 
hospitalised in west Beirut, 
pobced by Syrians. 

AUH spokesman Radwan 
Mawlawi refused to confirm or 
deny the presence of Christian 
militiamen at the hospital. 

However, .hospital staffers, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, confirmed that the militia- 
men were admitted as of late 
Thursday. 


One medical staffer said at 
least four of them were in critical 
condition and operated on. 

Observers said Amal was “re- 
turning a favour” to foe Lebanese 
Forces which helped evacuate 
and hospitalise trapped Shfite 
militiamen from Shiyah during a 
confrontation with Palestinian 
guerrillas in 1982. 

One witness said Amal and 
Lebanese Forces militiamen hold 
conversations across the narrow, 
mined street that separates their 
positions. 

The French director of Hotel 
Dieu Hospital, Alain Testier, 
said in a statement that “every 
vital facility in the hospital has 
been hit. We cannot continue 
offering serious service.” 

The police spokesman said the 
force-storey hospital on the edge 
of Ashrafiyeh took at least 20 
direct hits Friday from howitzers 
operated by Aoun's gunners. 

Aoun’s artillery emplacements, 
targeting another stronghold of 
the Lebanese Forces, also hit the 
mountaintop Notre Dame 
Orphanage in Harissa, north of 
Beirut. 

The orphanage called on rela- 
tives to evacuate the orphans “as 
soon as possible because we can- 
not continue providing them with 
our services.” 

Maronite Patriarch Nasrallah 
Sfeir held a two-hour meeting 
with Aoun at the general's head- 
quarters in Baabda, apparently in 
an effort to work out a settlement 
between Aoun and Geagea. 

No statement was made after 
the meeting, the latest in a series 
of ill-fated efforts by Sfeir (Civi- 
lians Mt hard la tightfwg, page 2). 



UNHRC urges Israel to 
refrain from settlement 


GENEVA (R) — The United 
Nations called on Israel Friday to 
refrain from- settling im mi grants 
in the occupied territories. 

The U.N. Human Rights 
Commission (UNHRC), in a re- 
solution passed by 42 votes to 
zero, also said Israel’s entire set- 
tlement policy for the West Bank, 
Gaza Scrip and Golan Heights 
was illegal. 

The United States abstained in 
the vote but described settle- 
ments as “an obstacle to peace.” 

European Community (EC) 
and other states introduced the 
resolution after Israeli Prime 
Munster Yitzhak Shamir said last 
month that a “big Israel” was 
needed to accommodate foe ex- 
pected flood of Jewish immig- 
rants from the Soviet Union. 

The oom mission said it was 
“seriously concerned at foe re- 


cent suggestions that immigrants 
to Israel may be settled in the 
occupied territories.” It called on 
the government “to refrain from 
settling immigrants in the occu- 
pied territories.” 

Palestinians have expressed 
alarm that new settlements will 
make it more difficult to recover 
the territories in the long term. 
They also say new settlements 
compete with Palestinians for 
scarce resources like ground 
water. 

The Fourth Geneva Conven- 
tion of 1949, drawn up to protect 
civilians from the effects of war, 
specifically prohibits occupying 
powers from t ransf erring people 
into territory it was seized. 

The commission resolution 
said: “The settling of Israeli civi- 
lians in the occupied territories is 
illegal and contravenes the re- 
levant provisions of the Fourth 


Geneva Convention.” 

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross, which monitors 
implementation of foe Geneva 
Conventions, also said Tuesday 
that the settlements were illegal. 

U.S. Ambassador Morris 
Abram said his government 
disagreed with the way certain 
parts of foe resolution were 
phrased, but he added: 

“We believe that settlements 
are an obstacle to peace. We 
believe that putting more settlers 
in these areas, particularly at this 
time, works against foe cause of 


The commission passed other 
resolutions, similar to ones 
approved in past annual sessions, 
“strongly condemning” foe con- 
tinued occupation as veil as a long 
list of human rights violations 
from torture to expulsions. 


ANC to send delegation 
for talks with de Klerk 


LUSAKA (Agencies) — In a 
major breakthrough, the exiled 
of the African Nation- 
al Congress (ANC) said Friday it 
would send a delegation to South 
Africa for a meeting with Presi- 
dent F.W. de Klerk. 

The ANC delegation would be 
pre par ed to “negotiate a suspen- 
sion of hostilities until a 
conducive to negotiations has 
been created,” according to a 
statement read at a news confer- 
ence by ANC Se c re tary- General 
Alfred Nzo. 

There was no immediate com- 
ment from de Klerk's office. 

ANC leaders ended three days 
of strategy talks, called after de 
Klerk freed their leader Nelson 
Mandela from 27 years' jail ted 
Sunday. 


The ANC, legalised by de 
Klerk this month after 30 years in 
exile in Zambia, said it recog- 
nised reforms announced by Pre- 
toria bur they had not gone far 


The ANC called on Pretoria to 
release all political prisoners, end 
a three-year-old state of 
emergency, repeal repressive 
legislation, hall political trials 
and remove troops from black 
townships. 

It said it planned to send a 
delegation to meet de Klerk as 
soon as possible, comprising lead- 
ers from the Lusaka-based 
national executive committee as 
well as those based inside South 
Africa. 

With foe release of Mandela 
and other ANC elder staiwanca 


after decades in jail. South Afri- 
ca’s main black nationalist move- 
ment has been left with two sets 
of leaders in South Africa and 
Zambia. 

Mandela said after his release 
he was a disciplined member of 
the ANC and would be guided by 
its rulings, ending speculation 
that he might use hrs status to go 
his own way. 

It would be the first meeting 
between the guerrilla move- 
ment's exiled leaders and a South 
African bead of state. No date for 
foe meeting was announced, but 
Nzo said be hoped foe meeting 
with de Klerk would be “as soon 
as possible.” 

The ANC also said it would 
(Continued on page 3) 


Controversial ‘apostasy’ case resurfaces in appeals court 


By 

Jordan 


Times Staff Writer 


AMMAN — An "apostasy” 
ease winch sparked a fierce 
debate in the run-up to the 
Nov. 8 pa r l iam e ntary elections 
bat was dismissed by a rc&gioixs 
court has been re viv ed and 
brought to court again, this 
time by the lawyer of the two 
original plaintiffs. 

The case against Toujan Fais- 
al, a former television personal- 
ity and an unsuccessful candi- 
date in foe elections, was heart 
in a closed session at the Sharia 
appeals court Thursday. 
Lawyers said the final rennet 
was expected to be issued 
Wednesday. 

. The original ease, filed in 


October by Sheikh Abdul Rah- 
man Al Kuvdi, a mufti in the 
Armed Forces, and Mutasexn 
Fans, a private in the Amred 
Forces, was turned down five 
days before die elections by the 
Amman Sharia (Islamic law) 
court on grounds that it was 

beyond the court’s jurisdiction. 

. Subsequently, the two plaintiffs 
withdrew from the case, hot 
their lawyer is appealing the 
c&re on tlte basis fort the origin- 
al lawsuit was filed on behalf of 
“public right.” 

“The fact that the' original 
petitioners withdrew from the 
case does not mean the case is 
- finished," said lawyer Abdullah 


Shamayleh ‘the case was not in 
their name; it was in the name 
of public light so anyone can 
pmsue the case,” Shamayleh 
told foe Jordan Times in a 
telephone interview Friday. He 
claimed (hat “certain groups in 
the Armed Forces” had forced 
foe two original plaintiffs to 

withdraw from the case. 

When foe case surfaced in 
October, many activities de- 
scribed h as an attempt by 
religious extremists to “stifle 
the women’s movement in Jor- 
dan at a time when women 
were running in foe elections 
for foe first time in the King- 
dom’s history.” The Muslim 
Brotherhood adopted a neutral 
posture in the case. 


According to Shamayleh, 
“we have nothin g against (Fais- 
al) personally but her views arc 
wrong and harmful to people.” 

The first case was based on 
an aiguement that some of 
Faisal’s writings in the local 
newspapers “challenged the 

Prophet Mohammad’s 
sayings.” The original suit de- 
manded that Faisal, a mother of 
three, be found guilty of apos- 
tasy and be detained, her mar- 
riage be dissolved, ber“rcpcnt- 
ence” be turned down it she 
made one, all her rights be 
denied and all her writings he 
banned and all those who shed 
her blood be given immunity. 

During Thursday's court ses- 
sion, according to Shamayleh, 


Faisal accused the lawyer and 
unnamed others who support the 
case against ter as harbouring 
political motivation against her 
rather than religious senti- 
ments. But, Shamayleh said, 
“we did not raise this case in 
order to keep ter out of Parlia- 
ment as she churns. We did it 
because she slandered the 
sayings of the Prophet in many 
of her ankles.” 

The lawyer said kurdi had 
approached him about the case 
before Faisal declared ter can- 
didacy. T raised the petition 
Oct. 2,” said Sbamykh, who 
submitted a 16-page appeal 
document to the court. 

In an earlier interview with 
the Jordan Times, Faisal said 
the plaintiffs had specifically 


referred to an article she wrote 
in Al Ra’i daily in September. 
She questioned why the plain- 
tiffs had waited “until the elec- 
tions and my candidacy to even 
raise the issue, particularly that 
I have been writing for a long 


Shama yleh agrees that he 
took the case art just based on 
Faisal’s September article. 
“People were beginning to lis- 
ten to her misguided views on 
Mam because she was given a 
forum to air her views,” 
Shamyleh said. 

As the court heart the case 


Thursday, journalists, activists 
airi professors gathered outside 
the buildings in a show of soli- 


darity with FaisaL 
According to Faisal, “there 


were many people who wanted 
to come m to the session to 
show solidarity.” 

“I appreciated this very 
much.” But she refused to dis- 
cuss any detail of the court 
proceedings and pointed out 
that the session^ was closed to 
the public. 

Faisal, who did not attend 
any court session of the fim 
case saying she did not expect 
“fair treatment,” said Thurs- 
day's court proceeding were 
“decent and fair.” 

Acc ording to a mrivexsity 

professor who was among foose 

gathered outside the court 
Thursday, “I came because I 
flunk ft is an important Hs ne 
which could threaten the fabric 
of our society." 
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Afghans still far from peace 


a year after Soviet puOout 


By Jose Katigbak 

Reuter 


KABUL — A year after Soviet 


troops pulled out of Afghanistan, 
for the 


the batterd country of 
18 million people remains as du- 
sve as ever. 

Defying the predictions of 
Western analysts. President Na- 
jibullah has strengthened his grip 
on power since the last of the 
Soviet soldiers supporting him 
left the country on Feb. 15 last 
year. 

But the war against U.S. -back- 
ed Afghan rebels rages cm, leav- 
ing the economy in tatters and 
frustra t in g any effort to repair the 
devastation caused by 11 years of 
fighting. 

“I am not optimistic the war 
will end soon even if the super- 
powers agree to stop supplying 
arms to the belligerents,” said 
one foreign diplomat in Kabul. 

Diplomats say neither side is 
strong enough to win on the 
battlefield. 

The government has remained 
on the defensive since the Soviet 
pnflout, battling to protect key 
towns from rebel attacks. But the 
rebels, attempting to switch from 
gnerrSa t actics to conventional 
warfare, have suffered major set- 


one million people and the exile 
of five miffi on others. 

NajibnQah renewed his offer to 
a truce Wednesday in a televised 
address to mark the first 
anniversary of the Soviet pullout. 

The rebels fired five rackets at 
Kabul Thursday in an apparent 
rejection of the proposal. 

Najibuilah’s offer coincided 
with a call by Soviet Foreign 
Minis ter Eduard Shevardnadze 
for the demilitarisation of Afgha- 
nistan and a four power peace 
conference. 

Shevardnadze also proposed a 
hal t to all arms supplies to Afgha- 
nistan and a ceasefire followed by 
the removal of all arms stocks 
from the country. 


\i .lint 


“Under the present correlation 
of forces, the government cannot 
be beaten militarily,” another di- 
plomat said. 

Kabul has repeatedly proposed 
a ceasefire, United Nations-su- 
pervised elections and the demili- 
tarisation Of Afghanistan as the 
only way to end the conflict. 

But the rebels have pobfidy 
refused to negotiate with a gov- 
ernment that they hold responsi- 
ble for the deaths of more than 


An Afghan journalist, who 
asked not to be identified, said 
fiie Soviet Union’s intervention in 
Af ghanis tan bad sown seeds of 
discord that were plaguing the 
country. “It will be a difficult task 
to reconcile,” the two sides, the 
journalist said. 

The war is fuelled by extensive 
military aid to the government 
from the Soviet Union, which 
entered Afghanistan in 1979 to 
prop up the faltering Marxist gov- 
ernment, and to the rebels from 
the United States. 

Despite improving relations 
between Moscow and Washing- 
ton, Afghan government spokes- 
man Mohammad Naqib said re- 
cently that the superpowers re- 
mained far from agreement on 
the conflict. 

There is diplomatic consensus 
here that a deal between Moscow 
and Washington to halt aims sup- 
plies would benefit Kabanl in the 
short run or, as one diplomat put 
it, ‘’until their missiles and air 
power run dry.’ 
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thing was cheap and in abund- 
ance,” «wd one government em- 
ployee. “Now we have no secur- 
ity, no peace, no food, no no- 
thing.” 

In the big cities' at least, there 
appears to be more food than last 


n 


But even if arms supplies 
both sides are believed to 
have enough weapons stockpiled 
to keep the war going at the same 
level tor at least two years. 

Few regret the departure of the 
Soviet fences. 

Naqib said there were no plans 
to commemorate the pullout be- 
cause sending troops into Afgha- 
nistan was a mistake. and "yon 
don’t celebrate mistakes.” 

The government is trying to 
win support by distancing itself 
from its Comumnist past. Once a 
staunch proponent of Marxism- 
Leninism, the ruling People 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan 
now claims to be Islamic, 
nationalist and pro-democracy. 

Privately, government officiate 
also agree that the coup which 
brought the Communists to power 
in 1978 was a mistake. “The 
timing was wrong because the 
people were not yet ready for 
socialism,” a senior official said. 

“Before idle rcvohition evety- 


relatively mild- And there have 
been fewer rebel interruptions of 
a key highway that is Kabul’s 
main lifeline to the Soviet Umon. 

But in the countryside. 
United Nations officials report 
people are starving because of 
food shortages and a rapid de- 
cline in fiie purchasing power of 

the afghani 

The currency has plummeted 
to 500 to the U.S. dollar in the 
bazaars from 220 one year ago. 
The official rale is 55 afghanis to 
the dollar. 


The average local salary is ab- 
out 3,000 afghanis a month, good 
for 12 kilogrammes of rice or 
four kifognunmes of mutton in 
the free market. 

Although state workers get 
coupons entitling them to 50 
kilogrammes of rice and four 
kilogrammes of coolring ofl every 


month, not all of them get their 


full quotas because of shortages. 

ed to four 


They are also entitled 
kilogrammes of sugar, four bars 


of soap and 500 grammes of tea at 
subsidised prices. 


In Kabul’s' main carpet and 
jewellery area, shopkeepers said 
business was awful. Some traders 
said the only good that could be 
said of the Soviet troops was that 
they had inspired Western diplo- 
mats, "our main buyers,” to stay. 

When the Soviet army with- 
drew, the diplomats, concerned 
about their safety, also packed 
their bags and left. 


Adults cry and curse, children 


fall sick during Beirut fighting 


BEIRUT (R) — Children slept 
on damp mattresses coughing all 
night. Men and women collapsed 
shouting and cursing and then 
praying for their lives. 

This was how some of more 
than half a milli on Lebanese 
spent almost two weeks in under- 
ground shelters to escape artillery 
battles between rival Christian 
forces fi ghting for leadership of 
the Christian heartland. 

“Many children fell sek and 
coughed all night in the cold and 
humid basement,” said Richard 
Habab, a Christian who fled to 
west Beirut from the east. 

“Even many of the adults, 
broke down and collapsed shout- 
ing and carring. We calmed each 
other and prayed,” he said. ‘ 

Habab, Iris wife and three chil- 
dren and 30 other people cram- 
med into one small shelter in 
Ain A1 R nmmane h re- 
area as troops of Gener- 
al Michel Aonn and Lebanese 
Forces militiamen traded rockets, 
mortars and tank fire outride. 

“I used to sleep on a chair and 
my wife and our three children on 
a single mattress. They were 


it was only fi r e wor k s and hunting 
of birds,” Habab said. 

More than 500 people were 
killed in file fighting which flared 
on Jan. 31 and quickly left the 
Christian enclave with little food, 
water or electricity. 


Habab and his neighbours put 
buckets outside to collect rain 
water. They washed their hands 
every two days. On other days 
they used paper tissues to save 
water. 

He said one woman suffered 
heart problems. On the sixth day, 
her daughter ventured oat of 
their shelter and braved die artil- 
lery sheflmg to find medicine. 


“...after the first day it was point- 
less to count the shells which hit 
file building.” 

His wife, Hala, 32, risked her 
life to dhnb the stairs to their flat 
to get some food for her family. 
“It. was an adventure to go up,” 
she said. 

Habab said one carious neigh- 
bour was fait in the stomach fay 
shrapnel from an exploding shell 
when be peeked from the entr- 
ance of the shelter despite his 
friends’ warnings. 

On the 11th day of file con- 


stantly-shifting fighting, a neigh- 

found a 



sions— I used to tell the 


The neighbours occasionally 
told jokes to ease the tension. 

The hatties forced thousands of 
Chastains to leave their enclave, 
seeking safer areas in Lebanon 
or, where possible, abroad. Many 
fled to west Beirut where their 
rival Muslims live. 

StiU pale and exhausted, 
Habab said more than 20 shells 
hit the buildmg housing his flat on 
the first day of fighting. 

His car caught fire, filling the 
shelter with smoke and dost, and 


boor told Habab be had 
safe way out of the area. “I wont 
alone to explore the way and on 
the next day I accompanied my 
family. 

“On our way out, we crossed 
very narrow streets and tire big- 
gest difficulty was our youngest 
child who was very scared from 
the bombing and the sight of the 
fires,” he said. 

“We walked between mine 
fields and came under sniper fire 
but after 45 minutes of walking 
we arrived to the safety of west 
Beirut and hugged each other 
because we were all safe and 
together.' 




Turkey urges Greece not to increase tension 


ANKARA (AP) — Turkey has 
called on Greece to re frai n from 
increasing tensions between the 
two countries and to halt 
“oppression” of the Muslim 
minority in western Thrace. 

A Foreign Ministry statement 
accused outgoing Greek Foreign 
Minister Antonis Samaras of 
sending an ‘irresponsible” letter 
“foil of baseless claims” to the 
leaders of the United Nations and 
NATO and the 35 countries 
which signed the Helsinki 
accords. 

Samaras was replying to a let- 
ter sent to the same parties on 
Jan. 31 by Turkey’s Foreign 


Minister Mesut Yflmaz. 

Yilmaz accused Greece of 
oppressing the Muslim minority. 
Samaras called the Turkish claim 
a fabrication. 

The latest diplomatic row be- 
tween the two long-fending Ae- 
gean neighbours started cm Jan. 
26 when a court in the northeast- 
ern Greek town of Komotim 
sentenced two local Muslim 
politicians to 18 months in prison 
each for using the word “Tur- 
in their election campaign 


any reference to etinridty with a 
s up re m e court decision in. 1987. 

On Jan. 29 Christians in Komo- 
thri attacked Muslims protesting 
the prison sentences against 
Ahmet Sadik and Ibrahim Sherif. 
The windows of scores of shops 
belonging to the minority Mus- 
lims were broken. 




Greece recognises only the reli- 
gious identity of the 120,000- 
strong minority and has banned 


In bis letter. Samaras said that 
Turkey was guilty of discriminat- 
ing against the Cheek minori ty in 
Istanbul and that 16 Greeks had 
been killed in riots there in Sept. 
1955. 
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Rafsanjani 

condemns 


uproar 
over Rushdie 


death order 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian Presi- 
dent Hasfaemi Rafsanjani Friday 
called the order to kill author 
Salman Rushdie an ezritauavely 
Islamic issue and condemned the 
uproar it sparked, Tehran Radio 
reported. 

“The imam’s sentence on the 
apostate writer of the Satanic 
Verses is an opinion of Mamie 
expertise and there is no need for 
the kind of ruckus that has ben 
raised by the enemies of Mam,” 
Rafsanjani said in a sermon. 

Iranians Wednesday celebrated 
the first anniversary of Ayatollah 
RnhoUah Kbomemi’s Feb. 14 rul- 
ing that Rnshdie should be killed 
for writing the novel. 

Khomeini, known by I ranians 
as the imam, declared the Mus- 
tim-bom Rnshdie an “apostate” 
and said he most die for his 
irreverent treatment of the 
Prophet Mohammad. 

Rafeanjani is the leader of a 

so-called p ragmatist camp, which 
wants to temper Iran’s radical 


image. 

Radical Iranian leaders, led by 
former Interior Minister Ah 
Akbar Mohtasbemi, oppose Raf- 
sanjam’s potides and seek to pre- 
serve Iran’s r evol u tionary purity. 

While radical Iranian leaders 


have been trying to get media 
attention by highlighting tire 
Rnshdie affair for the past week, 
Rafsanjani appeared to be trying 
to day it down. 

“If they (the West) deal with 
the issue logically, the result wifi 
be that the imam’s sentence will 
be regarded as an issue of Islamic 
expertise, not anythin g else. 

“If an expert offers his opinion 
about an issue, it should not need 
(to produce) such a scandal,” the 
radio quoted Rafsanjani as saying 
in his 


Kollek: Give up territories, concentrate on influx 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Israeli 
Mayor of Jerusalem Teddy Kol- 
lek urged Friday that Mad give 
up the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip m order to concen- 
trate on absortriugihe hun d reds 
of thousands of Soviet Jews ex- 
pected to immigrate to Mad. 

“'the absorption in human and 
mafcml resources needed for the 
absorption of these immig rants is 
sd vast that I maintain it is im- 
possible to continue at the same 
time to occupy the West Bank 
and Gaza,” the mayor said. 

Kollek made the statement in 
an essay distributed by his office 
reply to Prime Minister Yitzr 
tk Shai 


that a “big Israel” was needed for 
the expected wave of iuuuigra- 
tioo. 

Shamir’s sta t emen t on Jan. 15. 
set off accusations by both Aids and 


shak 


r’s recent comment 


to annex the territories. Shamir 
Ms since said repeatedly that 
Mad was not pushing Soviet 
Jews onto occupied land. 

The 78-year-old Kollek said he 
agreed a “greater Israel” was 
needed to settle the up to 300,000 
Soviets who may come to Mad in 
the next three years because of 
more liberal Soviet policies and 
tighter U.S. visa rules. 

But “my greater Mad is not 
measured in additional square 


Attorney general drops 


case against Weizman 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Attorney 
General Yosef Harish said Thurs- 
day he was dropping an investiga- 
tion into charges that a cabinet 
minister violated Israel’s anti-ter- 
rorism law by meeting with FLO 
officials. 

Ih January, Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir accused Science 
Minister Ezer Weizman of meet- 
ing with PLO officials and forced 
him to quit the 12-member deri- 
sion-making moor cabinet, ft is 
unclear if Weizman win be read- 
mitted to the cabinet. 

Harish said he was ending his 
review of secret material 
gathered in a police investigation 
of Wqzman’s meetings because 
there was “no acceptable evi- 
dence” that the minister kno- 
wingly met with PLO officials. 

An amendment to Mad’s anti- 
terrorism law makes it illegal to 
knowingly hold unauthorised 
contacts with members or repre- 
sentatives of the PLO. 

In a five-page official statement 
released fay Harish, foe attorney 
general stated that: ‘* 1116 X 6 is no 
acceptable evidence. .. that Minis- 
ter W eizma n has any 

violations.” 

The statement also pointed out 
that We i zm an has parliamentary 


immunity from prosecution. 

The statement said in an in- 
vestigation led by Chief of Police 
David Kranss revealed that Weiz- 
man Md met with the FLO’S 
representative in Geneva, Nabil 
Ramlawi, in Jane 1989. The 
statement also said that in 
November of that year Weizman 
held a telephone conversation 
with Dr. Ahmad Tibi, an Israeli 
Arab, who was visiting Tunis. 

.SfagmiY had accused Weizman 
of passing cabinet secrets to PLO 
leaders in Tuns during a tele- 
phone conversation. 

Harish said Weizman had not 
violated the anti-terrorism law 
becanse he met Ramlawi by acci- 
dent and did not know of bus role 
in the PLO. He also said Weiz- 
man’s telephone conversation 
with Tibi could not be considered 
illegal because T3 h is an Israeli 
citizen and not a member of 
PLO. 

“I feel justice has been done,” 
Weizman told the Associated 
Press. “I am very satisfied.” 

Weizman, 65, a former defence 
minister who defected to Labour 
from Shamir’s Likud refused to 
comment when asked if he would 
demand to return to tike inner 
cabinet. 


Shamir is cruel and 


dangerous, Sharon says 


TEL AVIV (R) — Hardline 
Israeli politician Ariel Sharon has 
launched his bitterest attack 
on Prime Minister Yitzhak 



BUT, 

ous and saying be would one day 
take Shamir’s place. 

In an interview with the 
Yedioth Ahronoth daily pub- 
lished Friday, the 61-year-old 
architect of Israel's 1982 Lebanon 
invasion also admitted his nris- 
judgment led to the daughter of 
Palestinians by Christians in 
Lebanon’s Sabra and Shatilla re- 


fugee camps. 

“YBzhak Shamir is a (huger- 


ous man. I wffl never forgive 
Yitzhak S hamir for putting tins 
nation to sleep,” Sharon said in 
the interview published four days 
after he announced his resigna- 
tion as trade minister. 

“Yitzhak Shamir is definitely a 
cruel man,” said the Hiwky Shar- 
on, who has vowed to launch a 
one-man campaign against a gov- 
ernment proposal for Israeh- 
Palestinian negotiations after he 
formally resigns at a weekly 
cabinet' meeting Sunday. 

The harsh adjectives to de- 
scribe Shamir, 74, contrasted 
with Sharon’s pledge to focus on 
issues rather than personalities in 
his battle. 

Qaiming victory over Shamir 
at a chaotic meeting last Monday 
of their rightist Likud Party, 
Sharon told tire newspaper. “I 
still believe I will be prime mma - 
ter of IsraeL” 

Sharon admitted his misjudg- 
ment in the Lebanon war whue 
defending his criticism of defence 
minister Yitzhak Rabin's failure 
to quash a 26- month-old Palesti- 
nian uprising in die Israeli-occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 


An Israeli judicial inquiry in 
1983 found Sharon, then defence 
minister, was indirectly responsi- 
ble for the slaughter of hundreds 
of Palestinians by Falangist rmh- 
tiamen at two Beirut area refugee 
camps surrounded by Israeli 
troops. 

The inquiry forced him to res- 
ign the Defence Ministry. 

“So I paid the heaviest {nice 
for not figuring the Christians 
would slaughter the Muslims. 
That was my indirect responsibil- 
ity. But Rabin must pay for his 
direct responsibility for tins big 
failur e,” Sharon told the news- 
paper. 

“It annoys me that Rabin, 
when you remind him of his 
failure, he asks: ’And what hap- 
pened in Lebanon?’ So let’s say 
Ldbanon was a failure? Does one 
faflme justify another? ft would 
be more constructive to explain 
his own failure.” 

ft was “interesting,” Sharon 
said, that Shamir’s office and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion were happiest he was res- 
igning from the cabinet. He said 
be would fight Shamir’s govern- 
ment from outside the cabmet but 
inside the party. 

To support ms accusation that 
Shamir was cruel, Sharon cited 
the case of J onathan Pollard. 

Many Israeli rightwingers be- 
lieve Pollard was a national hero 
for passing U.S. intelligence on 
Arab states that they think the 
United States should have pro- 
vided anyway. 

“Jonathan Pollard might have 
been saved from life imprison- 
ment in the United Stales. 
Although I was not involved in 
foe affair, I proposed Shamir do' 
that,” Sharon said. 
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kilometres bat rather in content 
and spirit,” KoUek wrote in an 
essay first painted in the Hebrew 
daily Harretz. 

To absorb the wave of immig- 
rants, Kollek said, Israel must 
quiet the 26-month Palestinian 
u p r isi ng affwnrf: occupation and 
ensure financial aid from ' 


“We will not succeed if we 
insist on holding onto every inch of 
Judea, Samaria (West Bank) and 

Gaza... and ft fay doing so we cut 
ourselves off from those who 
would help us -in absorbing the 

immigrants,” Kollek wrote. 
KoUek said he felt “deep 

m m _ i “ ^ 

n nrtrnh OfinATI 


a Palestinian state next to-Zsrad 
but added: “I am convinced that 
ndihg over a miffion and a half 
Palestinians is even mote 

dangerous.” . 

To illustrate the dangers of 
trying to dominate other pe ople , 
KoUek cited neighbourin g. Leb a^ 
non where the Frewh expan- 
ded -the M granite Qmstian en- 
clave in Mount Lebanon Into a 
“neater Lebanon" iudadmg Druze^ 
smd Sunni Shiite Muslims. 

“The Maronites were nnaWeto 
permanently rule a growing 
majority and after 50 years the 
country was torn apart,” KoUek 
wrote: “Why 
example 


n 



2 Pakistanis executed in S._Arabia 


Two Pakistanis who heroin 


NICOSIA (R)— Tw . _ .„w. 

Arabia were behead after Muslim prayers Friday, the San* Press 


IT* 



Cyprus, quoted the Interior 
ran was caught with herein hidden 
inbis shoes. At least nine people have been publicly beheaded in 


te people h 

aauKH /uwu mi& j«u ? 3CCOIulDJ w « - ■■ — - - -o— 

compiled by Reuters showed 99 people were beheaded last year. 

Quake shakes Iranian .city. . 


NICOSIA (AP) — An earthquake measuring 53. degrees on the 
Richter Scale shook Shahrud 340 kflometres, east of Tehran 
Friday, the Mamie Republic News Agency reported. No damage 
or casualt y r epor ts from the town were mentioned in the report, 
monitored in Cyprus. The Richter Scale is a gauge of the energy 
released by an earthquake us measured by the ground , motion 
recorded on a seismograph. A magnitude 5 qua ke can' cause 
considerable damage. 


Iranian drug kingpin killed 


NICOSIA (API — Law-enforcement agents killed a notorious 
an identified 


drug kin g pin 


as Balnch Esmafl-Zefad in western Iran, 


utuuui iaMimrwn 

. The broadcast said Esmafl-Zehualso r 


Tehran Radio has reported 
known as Hajj Baloch Shahbakhsh, was killed by agents oflran’s 
Revoluti onar y C ommi tt ee s, which are responsible for enforcing 


the law throughout the country. The report, monitored In Cyprus. 

' l It quoted Mohammad 


Zaeri, deputy head of information a£ the committees, as saying 
Zdai had been 


kille d in wes tern Iran Wednesday. Zaeri said Zelu 
had been implicated m “snuggling hundreds of kilos of drugs into 
Iran, causing mischief, highway robbery, spreading terror, armed 
confrontations with tire law, and killing’ dozens of committee 
agents,” tire radio reported. The Iranian media have often 
reported modents where drug-traffickers have been killed in 
armed confrontations with the law. Official reports said more 
than 1,200 drug smugglers have, been hanged in Iran since 
December 1988. Opposition groups and independent mtemation- 
al or ganisatio ns maintain that many political opponents Of the 
govern m ent have been killed on alleged drugs ; cfaarges v : . 


South Korean minister visits Iran 


* „ ■ . ■ 




4-* 


NICOSIA (R) — South Korera Minister erf Energy\and Re- 
sources Lee Bong-Suh arrived: in Tehran Friday for talks on 
economic cooperation, the banian News Agency (BRNAy- te- | 
ported. It quoted 03 Minister Gbolamreza Aqazadefoas saymg-rf 
Iran, 'which exports 100,000 bands of crude ou a day to Saoth 
Korea, would discuss the possibility of. using Souto Kbrean 
technology in talks wkh Lee. Aqazadeh said last week Iran hoped 
to give Sooth Korean firms die major part erf the contracts for 
completing a giant petrochemical complex m the Gulf port of 
Bandar Khomeini. The Japanese partner in the joint venture, ~a 
consor tinm . led by Mitsui and Company, paid Iran 130 bfltkm yen 
($900 million) last week , to complete its withdrawal from the 
project. 


Qadhafi to visit Egypt Sunday 


CAIRO (AP) — Libyan leader Mnammar Qadhafi will visit 
Egypt tins weekend for talks with President Hosni Mubarak on 
bilateral relations and the immigration of Soviet Jews to IsraeL 
dafly A1 Akhbar newspaper said m its early Friday edition. The 
newspaper said Qadhafi’s 24-hour visit would take place Sunday 
in the southern resort of Aswan, 982 kflometres south of Cairo.. 
Qadhafi refuses to visit Cairo becanse the Israeli flag files here 
over the Jewish state’s only embassy in the Arab World. _ 


Barra approves new Somali cabinet 


MOGADISHU (R) — Somali President Mohammad Barre 
has . appro ved a new cabinet, wife several new faces Tepiating 
ministers he sacked for incompetence last month! The country 
had been without a formal government far more than a month. 
Siad Barre dismissed the entire cabmet on Jan. 9 for failing to 
solve the country’s economic and social problems. But two weeks 
later he reappointed Prime Minister Mohammad. AH srimta r 
and told him to choose a new cabinet. Among the fcev new 
ministers, 




London, is replacing AD flnrtfu i ia n Jai n a Barre as foreign affaiis 
Mohammad Elabe JFahire. a former director at .the 


National Planning Ministry, replaces Mohammad 

as fin ance minister and Abdikadir Haji Mohammad, assistant 
gureral secretary of the. ruling Somali Revolutionary Socialist 
Party, takes over from Ahmad Suleiman AJbdaDe as interior 
nnmstCT. Several members of the old cabinet retained their 
unhiding Defence Minister Abdurahman 


portfolios 
Matan. Sa 




'4 

■f 

1 


-> 


Samantar pide ed for mer Industry Minister Ahmad Mofaa- 
i as ms deputy prime minister. 
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Mufti to address 

Dubai conference 


■ 
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T.) — NoorAJHu*- *ioiiafe«tito<riuraticm*l,nmdSc^ 
** (NHF) Direct** •* and <^wr fid* wbo wkfa w 
m A1 Mufti wiS be - Ofwn am of pguioilw relo- 
speaker ac a too- ***** **> &cfr p io fcuiq pal status 


J«*JR 

Cifif 

VSst- 
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AMMAN (l.T.)— Noor AI Hus- 
ain Foundation (NHF) Dried* 
General ln‘am A1 Mufti wiJB be 
™* keynote speaker sr a three- 
«*? “Fomas for Women m Man- 
*geacat, n which jetetx in Doha* 
today. 

The overall objective of dx 
forum 0 to provide an opportun- 
ity for the 30 pr o mine nt partjfct- 
puts, aU women drawn from 

public and private organisations, 
to exch a n g e idea* and experi- 
ences and to dctcaa those man- 
agerial skilla related to women m 
tbe profession of manag eme nt , 
according ton NHF spokamts. 


In her speech, Mufti is cat- 
ered to maw qq her personal 


to ds nr qq ber pcnocwl 
txpetkacc to fr r um fa ft f fnanl 
concept* if la led to women isd 
xoarageme «, and the effect) 
these concepts can have cm 

national development. Mufti was 
Jordan's mmiflnr of social de- 
velopment in the early eighties. 

include the rale of women in 
communications, . development 



Debt agreements I Contractors press push for 


formalised with 
France, Austria 


«** 


Afabia 

SSs 


to share their expertise with the 



The forum fans been dwignrd 
for all women b senior, manage- 
rial positions, as well as proles’ 


tioo to tbe role of women in 
ratsing a new generation of mana- 
gers. managerial leadership, 
career dewupnod oppomuri- 


Xh’am AI Mufti 

ties, motivations and incentives, 
and setting standards for apprais- 
ing performance. 

rOflowing the fbnnn, Mufti will 
go on to Aba Dhabi where she 
win bold talks with United Arab 
Emirates of fici a ls and supporters 
of the Noor A! Hussein Founda- 
tion mi the foundation’s projects 
and future {dans, the spokesman 


By i Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan has reached 
two separate agreements with 

France and Austria to reschedule 


Kingdom 1 
in 1989 at 


sag' 

safe 


26 fired teachers reinstated 




fSS} 

asst 

^geof^, 
£ » 


AMMAN (l.T.) — The Ministry 
of Education and High 01, Educa- 
tion, in coondinarkm with foe 
Civil Service Commission, has 
reinstated 26 uadters who had 
been dismissed for political 
reasons. Minuter of Education 
and Higher Education Moham- 
mad Haxnrtan announced Friday. 

“A total of SO teachers will be 
reinstated to their previous posi- 
tions next week, bringing the 
total of reinstated teachers to 
76,” Hamdan told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

The ministry is currently study- 


ing tbe files of 296 teachen dis- 
missed from their posts for poli- 
tical reasons and out “they wfll 
be riven priority in filling vacant 
positions,” Petra quoted the 
minuter as saving. 

Discussing die issue of estab- 
lishing dubs for teachers in the 
Kingdom’s goweroormes. Ham- 
dan ^ foe w wiiw ft y had 

begun setting throe dubs in Am- 
man, Irbid. and Karak two years 
ago. He said teachers' dub would 
be established in all parts of foe 
Kingdom, and foe usmsxy would 
set special laws related to mem- 


bership conditions and objectives 
of the organisations. 

**The establishment of 
teachers* dubs falls within the 
framework of the ministry’s en- 
deavours to bolster teachers' role 
is society and is an expression of 
appreciation for their efforts in 
creating a new generation," 
Hamdan was quoted as saying by 


an understanding reached Ian 
July with the Paris Club of crea- 
tor nations. 

a 

Under tbe first agr e e men t, 
France undertook to reschedule a 
total of S128.7 million in interest 
and arrears unpaid in 1989 as well 
as tbe 1990 instalments. 

The agreement stipulates that 
tbe payments are to be made 
after 10 years with a five-year 
grace period. 

The agreement includes all 
principal due in 1989 and 1990 in 
addition to interest payments last 
year and half of those due in 
1990. 

Signed by Minister of Finance 
Basel Jardancb and French 
Ambassador to Jordan Doris 
Bauchard, tbe agreement also de- 


ferred an additional S12,5 million 
loan repayments over foe craning 
three yean starting 1991. 

On Thursday, another agree- 
ment was readied between Jor- 
dan and Austria. It provided for 
rescheduling Jordan’s $13.5 mil- 
lion payment in arrears to Austria 
from the second half of 1989. The 
repayments will now be made 
over 10 years with a five-year 


Burdened with a $8.3 billion in 
external debts Jordan agreed in 
April last year with foe Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) to 
adopt an economic restructural 
programme. In July, Amman 
sought to reschedule outstanding 
repayments by approaching the 
Paris Chib and foe London Club 
of commercial creditors. 

So far, the Kingdom had 
readied bilateral rescheduling 
agreements with the United 
States, Denmark, West Germany 
and Finland. It also succeeded in 
rescheduling debts owed to the 
Soviet Union, which is not a 
member of the Paris Chib. 


Hamdan said that all appoint-* 
a fflti by foe Ministry of Ed ucation 
were made in accomancc with tbe 
bases set in cooperation with the 
Civil Service Commission. 


Seville exposition president 
reviews Jordan’s participation 
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Jordan imports apples, 

citrus from Lebanon 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Arrange- 
ments axe brant made to import 
up to 3,500 of Lebanese apples to 


10,000 to rates of citrus fntit for 
processing purposes, focal reports 
have said. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, quoted Lebanese newspapers 
as saying that tbe Jordan Agri- 
cultural Marketing and Proces- 
sing Company (JAMPCO) de- 
cided to import 2,500 tonnes of 
apples in a barter trade agree- 
ment in exchange for vegetables 
and another 1,000 tonnes directly 
from the Lebanese markets. 

The Lebanese ambassador 
here is arranging for the importa- 
tion of 10,000 tonnes of Lebanese 
oranges to be processed into juice 
and Jordan is studying a 
Lebanese request for providing 
farm implement and fertilisers to 
Lebanese farmers as part of a 
package deal, according to the 
Petra report. 

The Arabic A! Dustour daily 
quoted JAMPCO Director 
General Ayed A1 Were as saying 


that tbe first consignment of 
Lebanese apples bad already ar- 
rived and negotiations over im- 
ports of citrus fruit from Lebanon 
were continuing. 

Were was also quoted as saying 
that JAMPCO was holding con- 
tacts with the Foreimi Ministry's 


Department foT Palestinian 
Amirs on the prospect of import- 
ing citrus frosts from the occupied 
feretories. Jordan has a capacity 
of absorbing up to 20,000 tonnes 
of citrus feint annually for prooes- 
sins ooerations, lx said. 


The move to import apples 
from Lebanon came m foe wake 
of con qforints by local merchants 
at the central market place in 
Amman that they fauna rats in 
crates of apples imported from 
Turkey. 

Were denied that the apples on 
sale in Jordan at foe time were 
imported through his o ffi ce and 
said that no more apples were 
being imported from Turkey after 
a previous agreement for imports 
or 5,000 teases of Tnrkisb apples 
had expired at the raid of 1989. 


unday 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 

Panel set up on foreign movies 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Information Ibrahim Izziddme 
has decided to form a committee to study means to organise foe 
sector of i m port in g movies and scene films in a satisfactory way. 
The committee comprises tbe director general of the Customs 


Jordan 
ships 
cement to 
Philippines 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Cement Factories Company 
(JfCFC) anVmancwl Friday that it 
was loading a cargo vessel at 
Aqaba port with Jordanian ce- 
ment destined for tbe Philippines* 

A company statement said a 
total of 12,000 tonnes of cement 
would be loaded on board the 
“PearT’, which docked at Anrin] 
Thursday. JOPC has drawn up con- 
tracts to export one million ton- 
nes of cement fo countries in 
America, South-East Asia and ' 
Weston Africa, foe statement 
added. 

JCFC Managing Director 
Khaldcm A1 Dbabir said in a 
statement published in die local 
press that Jordan’s klinker sales 
during 1990 are expected to earn 
foe Kingdom some $50 million, 
to new contracts drawn up 
with tbe Philippines, Thailand, 
Singapore and Vietnam, 

D hfllrir also said that the com- 
pany had contracts to seD Egypt 
two consignments of 750,000 ton- 
nes of cement each but that foe 
process was being delayed due to 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan’s 
participation in foe 1992 Seville 
exposition in Spain was discussed 
here Thursday by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hasan at 
a meeting with the visiting presi- 
dent of the state corporation for 
the exposition, Emilio Casmello. 

Casmello, who is on a tour of 
Arab countries participating in 
the exposition , bnefed foe Crown . 
Prince on preparations for the 
event in which more than 100 
countries and. 20 variota orga- 
nisations from around the world 
are expected to take part. 

Casinello said that tbe six- 
month exposition was expected to 
be visited by more than 20 million 


people. 

He said that the exposition will 
present an array of cultural, 
touristic, artistic, informational 
and scientific activities. 

Casmello also reviewed with 
the Crown Prince arrangements 
for holding an Arab-iberian- 
Latin American conference in 
Spain in July. The Arab side will 
be headed by the Crown Prince 
and will indude a group of Arab 
academicians and intellectuals. 

CasineUo also held a meeting 
Thursday with Jordan's national , 
committee charged with prepar- 
ing for the country’s partic ip ation 
in foe Seville expostion. 


mg problems. 


JD200m spent yearly oh 

non-Jordanian workers 

■ 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of deal with this problem thro ugh 
Social Development Abdul Majid well-studied scientific methods 
Shraideh has said that the govern- aimed at finding job opportum- 
ment pro JD 200 mSUon a year ties for Jo rdanians . < 

to pay for almost 220,000 non- - Jordanians have priority in 
Jordanian workers in tbe country, occupying any jobs in the coun- 
Talking daring a meeting with try, be said and referred to the 
representatives of tbe voluntary recent measure by the Labour 
sector in Irbid on Thursday, Ministry to freeze the issuance of 
S h raid eh pledged Us ministry’s work permits to non-Jordanians, 
support for efforts aimed at alle- Shraideh mIWI on Jordanians 
viatmg the problem of unemploy- to shoulder their responsibilities 
ment m Jordan through the crea- in finding and creating job oppor- 
tion of income-generating pro- trinities, 
jects. At tbe end of the meeting, 

According to Shraideh, tbe Shraideh presented certificates to 
number of unemployed Jorda- 200 girls who graduated from 
mans ranges between 60,000 and sewing, trim and typing courses 
70,000 and the g overn ment has organised by 11 charitable 
now charted a new course to societies m Irbid Gcvemorate. 


and higher education, information, awqaf and Islamic affairs and 
interior. The formation of this committee is designed to find a 
suitable system for foe implementation of laws related to import 
of films. 

Indian delegation arrives today 

AMMAN (l.T.) — A seven-member delegation of Indian 
manufacturers and exporters of basic chemicals, p ha rm aceu t icals 
and cosmetics is visiting Jordan between Feb. 17 and Feb. 27, 
1990. Tbe vist has been arranged by Ch emica l — an e xport 
promotion council set up by foe Indian Ministry of Commerce, 
and the delegation wfll pay visit to various local companies and 
government officials, the embassy here said. India is ins 
position to supply pharmaceutical, bask and interme di ary 
chemicals, me dicine s and. cosmetics at competitive prices, tbe 
embassy said. Members of tbe delegation wiB be staying in Hotel 
Philadelphia. Any interested party may contact them either 
directly or through foe embassy of India. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following fe* mge are compi le d from monthly bulietuis and 
foe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify foe fisted 
time aod place with foe concerned institutions. 
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Vows 
exchanged 
under water 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Hard Hattar and 
Bergitta Hcmingstone, 
ap paren tly after fafling to find 
a place on earth to set en- 
gaged, plunged eight metres 
below sea level to exchange 
rings. 

Surrounded by coral reefs 
and flanked by sea creatures in 
the lukewarm waters of Aqaba 
.gulf,, 360 lokxnetres soum of 
Amman, the engagement had 
no precedent in the Kingdom’s 
history. 

“Both Bergitta, 31, and I 
had for long cherished the idea 
of gett in g en ga ged unde r wa- 
ter," said Hattar, a 34 year-old 
Jordanian medical doctor. 

Sporting a Made papdlkm, 
Hattar and Hcm i ngstone dove 
hand in hand to the sea bed 


m 


where the engagement cere- 
mony took jflace. 

Hattar, who met his Swedish 
fiance three years ago, told the 
Jordan Times they had plans to 
get married next summer 
u perhaps in a similar sub- 
marine festivity." 

For Hattar, the ceremony 


i The expenses, he said, were far 


more reasonable co mp ared to 
tbe extravagant marriages and 
engag e m e n t s far which Jorda- 
nians are renowned. 

“We spent only JD SO, tea 
for diving tickets and tbe re- 
mainder for the engagement 
rings." said Hattar. who is a 
fiwmber of the Jordan Diving 
Qub and the Jordan Amateur 
Glider's Chib. 
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(LOEuMMi mm |Mp If 
Liberation Organisation (FLO) 
towards the requirements of a 
peaceful set tl em ent, the Israeli 
leaders are still pressing ahead in 
their efforts to achieve their 
dream of establishing greater 
Israel," he said. “The recent 
wave of Jewish immig ration from 
the Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe is nothing but a new 


evidence of foe expansionist 
Israeli policy,” he said. 


Qasem conveyed the best 
shes of King Hussein to the 


wishes of 
Iraqi lead 


and people. 


In Amman, the ministries of 
youth and culture organised a 
cultural event at A1 Hussein 
Youdi City’s Falace of Culture to 
mark foe ACC anmversaiy. The 


event, which included poetry re- 
citals, debka and national songs, 
was attended by the ministers of 
youth, culture, education and 
senior officials. A football match 

was also hdd between A1 Hussein 

and Daffatein dubs. The m«*ch 
was attended by Youth Minister 

Ibrahim Ghababsheh 

for Prime Minister Mndar 

Badran. 
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ANC to send team to Pretoria 


dhkd"B*»ia»y rfCMMrta of Mned 
t German m3 Arabic” fay Dr. Zfad A1 
Institute — 7:00 pjn. 


(Continued from page 1) 

open offices in South Africa. 

De Klerk and his predecessor, 
P.W. Botha, met with Mandela 
risk he was in pr is o n . But no 
Sooth African leader has met 


with any ANC leaders as free 


De Kkdc wants to 
new constitutionfoat 




the 28 tmihion black majority in ANC. 


' foe national government. But he 
opposes a one-man, onc-votc sys- 
tem and Made majority rule, the 
a basic demand of all leading anti- 
e apartheid groups, indndtng the 
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government compensation 


By Ncnaeca Mmd 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Tbe Jcstianian 
Contractors’ Association, 
which represents over 800 con- 




tor cf tbe Kingdom, is pressing 
for compensation from the 
government for what it de- 
scribes as losses incurred as a 
result of the devaluation of the 


AH Abu Ragheb, president 
of che association, said foexe k> 
do question that contractors 
who had und e rta ken govern- 
ment projects (fid suffer “huge 
losses" when the government 
floated tbe Jordanian dinar last 


tors received partial compensa- 
tion paymens from die gov- 
ernment, which also promised 
further payments shortly there- 
after, Abu Ragjbeb fold foe 
Jordan Times. 

“But, it seems now that posi- 
tions have changed," he said. 
H I am surprised... We were 
given p romises and received 
official tetters to this effect,” 
he said. 

There are provisions in the 
Jordanian law to protect con- 
tractors, he said, but the asso- 
ciation does not want to get 
involved in lengthy lawsuits 
and prefers to settle the issue 
through coordination with the 
minister of public works. 

“Article 205 cf foe civil law 
stipulates thau if unforeseen 
foreces cause changes after a 
contract is finalised and signed, 
then foe court could order just 


AB Abu Ragfaeb 

compensation for the contrac- 
tors," Abu Ragheb pointed 
out. 

He said he was seeking a 
meeting with Prime Minister 
Mndar Badran to the 


The fust compensation pay- 
ment to contractors was maA» 
when the government of Sherif 
Zeid Ben Shaker was in office 
and. before foe then min k r^ of 
public works, Shafiq 
Zawakteh, resigned to run in 
tbe Nov. 8 elections to the 
Lower House of Parliament. 

“The issue of compensation 
to contractors was postponed 
after tbe minister resigned,” he 


According to Abu Ragheb. 
the issue of compensation has 
become “a matter of survival 
for many contractors... They 
will not be able to continue 
their work because of foe 


Another problem Jorda- 
nian contractors is th_- freeze, 
ordered by the Ministry of' 
Labour on the issuance of work 
permits to non-Joriiu .n work- 
ers, Abu Ragheb sa:. . .owever, 
he added Jhai be met v ,:h Minis- 
ter of Labour Oaseerr. Obeidat 
Thursday and that foe "outcome 
of tite meeting was fruitful.” 

“We reached an agreement 
that (contractors) would absorb 
available Jordanian workers in 
the construction sector before de- 
termining the number of foreign 
workers the sectors needs, and 
tbe minister promised to issue foe 
necessary permits,” he said. 

Abu Ragheb said the minister 
“understood” that contractors 
needed foreign worker skills in 
the construction sector, but “the 
question remains why the minis- 
try did not coordinate with em- 
ployers fo draw up a policy of 
gradual phasing out of foreign 
workers.” 

“It appears that decisions were 
taken in haste, creating panic,” 
he said. “Jordan is recognised 
internationally as a country which 
carefully studies tbe situation be- 
fore taking decisions with an 
open mind,” he added. “But thi* 
kind of step indicates that 
panic.” 

Abu Ragheb concedes L.. : 
contractors had not yet been 
affected by the freeze ^ work 
permits. However, he said, “the 
step might cause worries among 
contractors.” 


UDD explains role amid calls for 
its abolition, change in strategy 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe rrmnol 
of Ministers will soon open a 
debate on the fate of the Urban 
Development Department 
(UDD), which carries out con- 
struction projects intended to im- 
prove the living conditions of 
limited income groups around the 
Kingdom. 

The debate was pronqjted by 
persistent demands raised by 
members of tbe Lower House of 
Parliament. Some deputies 
wanted to scrap the UDD 
altogether while others called for 
a champ* of UDD strategy and 
methods and a third group urged 
foe government to retain the de- 
partment but at a reduced cost for 
the treasury. 

UDD Director General 
Hisham A1 Zagha, in a statement 
carried by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said that the de- 
partment, established in 1980, 
had so far carried out projects 
estimated at JD 85 million, be-, 
nefiting 115,000 citizens in the 
poor mstricts of Jordanian dtics. 

Tbe UDD n ormall y lays down 
tbe infrastructure and provides 
schools, social and health services 
as well as a vocational t raining 
centre for each developed region 
before building “decent” homes 
either in the form of apartment 
blocks or on separate plots of 
land, according to The 

cost of bmkfiiig the homes has 
been or is being returned to the 
treasuy through instalments paid 
by foe beneficiaries, hot foe 
treasury finances the services and 
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Zagha noted that the deputies 
who want a debate cm the UDD’s 
future believe that interest paid 
by the beneficiaries on loans 
given to them by the Housing 


tridty which amount fo nearly 30 
per cent of total cost of any 
project on any site, Zagha said. 

, Tbe UDD has brdh such pro- 
jects ^ in Amman, Q awai smeh, 
Rus e ifa , and Aqaba. 

Zagha said some of these pro- 
jects were built on government- 
owned land, and the beneficiaries 
hope to get the land free, while 
other beneficiaries who now live 
in homes and apartments built on 
private-owned lands hope that 
the UDD will find a way of 
a rr ang i n g with tbe landowners to 
give the land to the beqefidaries. 


. Bank through an arrangement 
with the' UDD were high and 
contradict with Islamic law. 

He said that the UDD realises 
that citizens living in the poor 
districts d* 1 ™**"^ that UDD con- 
tinue its projects. But, he added, 
foe current economic situation in 
Jordan and the soaring prices of 
bu ilding materials were hamper- 
ing the UDD’s operations. 

However, Zagha said, foe 
UDD has now adopted a new 
strategy which am** at offe rin g 
housing units whose cost could be 
repaid in mefafmgwM over 30 
years instead of 18. The depart- 
ment also aim* at reducing the 
cost of state-owned land and to 
allow the beneficiaries of housing 
projects to acquire loans from the 


d by the Uxtma K wK fe ka r 
(file photo) 

Islamic Development Bank 
(IDB), which conducts opera- 
tions different from other banks 
which charge interest on loans. 

Z ag h a also expressed hope that 
the question of ownership of land 
on which UDD projects had been 
hnplemeiitcd would be settled in 
cooperation with the government 
and the owners of the land. 

Deputy Abdul fiaqi Gammo, 
also quoted by Petra, criticised 
what he called foe high interest 
rate on housing loans. Gammo 
noted that the beneficiaries of 
such loans were mostly poor peo- 
ple, many of whom are unem- 
ployed and cannot pay foe loan 
instalments, let alone inteivst. 

Gammo said that deputies de- 
manding the abolition of UDD 
aim to reduce as much as possible 
foe presence of departments 
which cost a lot of money fo ran 
and which add a harden on the 
beneficiaries who are required to 
pay the cost of UDD operations. 
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Defence Law 


needs to go 


MUCH TALK has been heard on the need to l ift the 
emergency regime from Jordan and some concrete action 
has been t al k*” to phase it ont on a step-by-step basis. Yet, 
fl*tf» f|tirui hi y been given to the Defence Law, which 
imposes restrictions on civil rights and liberties almost as 
much as martial law. To be sore, some voices were beard in 
Parliament about the need to repeal tbe Defence Law in 
conjunction with tbe lifting of martial law, but the overall 
attention of parliamentarians was directed on tbe latter. 


What gives an added urgency to the call for repealing the 
Defence Law is the fact that Israel often refers to ft as 
j us tifi c a t ion for its oppressive policies in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. Whether In expelling Palestinians Dying under 
occupation or detaining them without due process of the 
law, Israeli authorities often maintain that they are in fact 
observing laws that are still applicable in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and inherited from Jordan insofar as the Wed 
Bank is concerned. This tact alone gives a greater sense of 
urgency to the need to repeal the 55-year-old law in order to 
poll the rag from under (he feet of Israeli authorities who 
exploit it for their own aids. Once Jordan repeals that law 
and lifts martial law as weO, Israel wfll be denied any 
semblance of legal justifications for its actions and policies 
against the Palestinian people in the West Bank. 


As for as Jordan is concerned, one cannot truly speak 
about lifting martial law without in the same breath filing 
for the repeal of the Defence Law, albeit the scope of the 
latter is much more limited than tbe first Whether a 
Jordanian is detained in accordance with the Defence Law 
or the martial law no difference. In botii cases he or 
she would have been denied his or her c onstituti onal and 
legal rights undo* one pretext or another. It is therefore 
logical to expect tbe government, which has already taken 
m eaning ful measures to lift tbe martial regime from the law 
books of the country, to begin the gflmjJwiiMit iry aiwi 
necessary step of repealing the Defence Law. Otherwise it 
would be taking with tbe right hand what it has given with 
tbe left hand. 

Admittedly, any action in tbe direction of removing the 
Defence Law from Jordanian jurisprudence would need to 
be taken after a thorough examination of tbe legal imptka- 
tions of such a step. But the process to rule out that law must 
begin in earnest. The same experts assigned the mandate of 
phasing out martial law in stages can also be to be 
seized with the task of repealing the Defence Law. Other- 
wise, the time needed to root out the Defence Law would be 
that much longer and agonising. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


AN EDITORIAL in Al Ra*i Arabic daily Friday reviewed the 
Lebanese strife. It said there was no alternative to legitimate 
government rule to end the bloody situation in the western as well 
as the eastern sectorc of Beirut The paper described as tragic tbe 
situation in east Brint, “where rival Christian faces ate waging a 
fierce battle and du-AKng the blood of innocent people,” and said 
that whatever the result of tbe current battles there could be no 
victor or vanquished. Only through rarity under the legitimate 
government of President Ehas Hrawi can the Lebanese people 
breathe freely in a peaceful country and only through reconcilia- 
tion among the various factions can the c o u n try stand on its feet 
a gain , the paper said. Those who continue to oppose the 
legitimate government and president, said the paper, are tbe 
enemies of the Lebanese people and they should be confronted by 
the Arab Nation at large to help bring about stability to Lebanon. 
But the paper added, the Lebanese people themselves should 
take tbe initiative and find a formula to live together in peace. 


A columnist writing in Al Ral daily praised the Soviet call for an 
urgent session of the United Nations Security Council to drscnss 


the question of Jewish immigrants settling in occupied 
Abdnl Rahim Omar said Moscow had been a staunch supporter of 
Arab rights in general and thus rights of the Palestinian people in 
their homeland in particular, bat now that the Soviet Union is 
allowing more freedoms to its people and in die light of the 
perestroika being applied everywhere in the country, one can 
naturally expect Moscow to offer freedom to Jews and non-Jews 
to express their desires freely and without any pressure. Despite 
that the Arabs still continue to demand and rightly so, that the 
Soviets do something to stop the influx of Jews to Palatine, the 
writer said. The Soviet Union, for its part, has now responded and 
is seeking diplomatic ways to appease the Arabs and safeguard 
the rights of all parties. The Arabs want from the Soviet Union 
moves to prevent the Zionists from uprooting tbe Palestinians, 
Omar said. He added that the Arabs consider the influx as a 
flagrant violation of their rights and they have the right to demand 
a halt to this dangerous immigration. 


Al Dnstiwr daily said the Arab Cooperation Council (ACC) 
grouping Iraq, Egypt. North Yemen and Jordan — celebrates its 
first anniversary Saturday satisfied with its achievements in the 
past year, and tbe series of agreements designed to bring about- 
full integration among the four states. What is needed now is 
serious efforts towards unity that should incorporate all Arab 
countries and the Arab masses harbour great hopes that the ACC 
leaders will take steps towards achieving this goal, the pa prr said. 
The Arabs have so far succeeded is forming three economic and 
political blocs, including the ACC, and it is natural for the Arab 
masses to expect a merger between them so that the long-awaited 
Arab unity becomes a reality, it added. 


VIEW FROM AMMAN 


By Dr. Kamel S. Abu Jaber 


History repeats itself, but are we aware? 


FOR those who think, it is no surprise that everything surprises 
ns. And like all surprised people we are hardly ever capable of 
responding properly. And so it is with ns tins time too where our 
reaction to Soviet Jewish^ immigration is typical of our usual 
confusion and disarray. Tbe affair is of particular importance 
since we know, or shook! know that it has been one of the major 
goals of the Zionist dream to ingather from the so-called diaspora 
all the Jews of the world in the so-called promised land. Wc know 
that for centuries now the Jews of the world greeted each otho r 
with the words, “Next year in Jerusalem.” We also know that 
from the first Zionist congress in Bade, Switzerland in 1897, the 
dream was turned into a blue print for action and was put into 
effect daring and after the conclusion of the World War L Daring 
tiie timtees, forties, fifties... etc! we saw the Jewish hordes 
flocking into Palestine fortified until their ancient hatreds, 
immune to logic and willing and capable to do injury to others at 
the least provocation; most often without any provocation at alL 


been warning against it as well as against the Israeli design at 
fragmenting and “balkamsang” the Arab World. Tbe Israelis have 
made no secret of their plans. On tbe contrary; it was tbe Zionist 
propa gan da machin e, and its very effective lobby in the West in 
g en er a l, and in the United States in particular, that was behind 
the alleged human rights campaign against the Soviet Union; the 
latter accused of restricting Jewish emigration. The campaign has 
been going on for years and for those who read and recall, the 
campaign, like most other Israeli efforts, was bound to succeed. 
Why did we do nothing? Is it right that we should act surprised? 
Where was the Arab League? The Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion? Anybody? 

Tbe affair is so sad because it is so indicative of our lack of 


organisation even on the simplest level. We seem to continue to 

of world affairs, merely filling 


In reading the literally hundreds of articles in our press, the 
statements made by our o fficials and the terrific commotion — 


mind yon with no real action — one is struck at our apparent 
helplessness. Sadly those who have sane memories recall that we 
had the same reaction when the Ethiopian Falasha Jews arrived in 


Palestine. As far as I know the Falasha Jews axe now in Palestine 
and onr reaction then, as I am afraid air reaction in this case too, 
will amount to nothing. Soot the Israelis wifi got us busy with 
another of the “realities” they are so good at creating. Onr 
attention win shift elsewhere and the Zionist grinding machine, 
slowly but ever so surety win do what it thinks it must do. The 
great philosopher Santayana once remarked that those who forget 
history are bound to suffer Irving it again. 

His Majesty King Hussein cautioned against this possibility at 
least two years ago. Hk Royal Highness (>own Prince Hassan has 


exist on the sidelines of world affairs, merely filling a space with 
no wfll of onr own living our life from crisis to crisis as if no 
connection between diem exists. Those of us who claim to be 
aware whisper in a desperate sQent prayer, “Please Lord make 
our next crisis a manageable one.” 

The immigration of approximately a million souls of Soviet 
Jews over the next few years is indeed a tragedy on the scale of 
that of 1948 and more. Mae, because now that the state has been 
established, and its military machine weH-oUed, it is in a better 
position to utilise the new manpower. Two other factors of 
relevance should also be remembered: one that Israel appears to 
be on die threshold of another stage of its expansionism; a fact 
that was not hidden by Premier Shamir nor any of Ids cohorts, nor 
for that matter denied except feebly and certainly unconvincingly 
by “opposition” leader Mr. Shimon Peres. The other factor has to 
do with the exceedingly efficient use of manpower on the Israeli 
side and die total opposite of such efficiency on ours. 

History does repeat itself for those who have no memory. The 


simaamy hetw^ wh.' 

s triving it was then, as is the case now, united- States 

^ hobble to our 

much words of sympathy and just as much Mcmmg 

shaking of the heads in 

succeed in passing aqpther loftily worded 

“wheretofbis” and “whereases” ^ oondemmng and caDmgai Israel 

to (>m case in States continues to be 

domestic power politics and the strength rfthelCTMhkfo^ Tto 
we knew, or should have known smee 1948. A^smce 1948, and 
against all evidence and logic we have done nothing abput rtilp 
fertmost Americans who visit the region — 
professors, lawyers, labour leaders, congressmen, san^s and 
Various and sundry officials — have told us we should *ntfour 
own lobby like that of tbe Zion** to defend our 
that the battle for Palestine, and m view of our mihtary wearness, 
is just as important in America as it is m the Middle East, we 
know that the task is not an impossible one and that it iswittimtne 
reach of even Jordan alone, not to mention a partnership with the 
PLO or other Arab states. Why we have done nothings yeal 
another witness to our lack of organisation and vrswn. iMrejs 
another parallel that we shonld porot to winch should, at least tins 
time move us to action. Again it is because of dom estic politics, 
ytimig h this timft in the Soviet Union that we are commg face to 
f ace with another tragedy. It is a Soviet economic need .to 


f 



“fact oteation” affair.. Maybe we should respond to the call made 
by / the Lower House of Parliament deputies and revive- the 

“Eastern Front ” 


"V 


Soviet hardliners struggle to 


grasp collapse of communism 


By Patrick Worsnip 
Reuter 


MOSCOW — The Soviet Union . 
is still str ug glin g to come to terms 
with the collapse of Communism 
in Eastern Europe even as Mos- 
cow cautiously embarks on the 
road of political pluralism already 
taken by its one-time satellites. 

The official fine promoted by. 
Kremlin leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev and his suppor te rs is 
draff: East Europeans, who for 


40 years lived with carboncopies 

wiree 


of the Soviet system, are now 
to choose whatever model they 
like. 

Debates at last week’s land- 
mark Central Committee meeting 
in Moscow, and private com- 
ments by Soviet and East Euro- 
pean source s, show that some 
officials still have a psychological 
problem graspin g what has hap- 
pened and why. 

This comes on top of the prac- 
tical problem of trying to run tbe 
East European blocs — the War- 
saw Pact militar y alliance and the 
Comecon trading group — when 
tiie political and economic sys- 
tems of their members are rapidly 
diverging. 


One Czechoslovak official, 
whose diplomatic colleagues had 
been r e v isi tin g Soviet diplomats 
they once studied with, said: 
“Sane of tiie Soviets stiQ think 
we're talking about reforming 
socialism. They don’t realise it’s 
gone modi farther than that” 
Sane of the discussion at the 
Centra] Committee plenum went 
further, suggesting behind-the- 
scenes bitterness by hardliners 
that Gorbachev’s' perestroika re- 
form policies had, in their view, 
“lost” Eastern Europe. 

One speaker said be was aware 
many conservatives believed 
perestroika had destroyed the 
East European “buffer zone” 
that rfiirirfarf the Soviet Union 
from the West. 

Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze rallied to the defence 
of tiie policy. 

“Don’t blame p e rest r oika for 
destroying tbe political structure 
of Europe,” he said. “It was 
destroyed by the will of tbe peo- 
ples, who were po longer wiDmg to 
put up with violence.” 

Many Soviet citizens feel that 
East Europeans who deface sta- 
tues of Lenin and rename streets 


that once honoured Soviet heroes 
are being ungrateful for their 
liberation from Nazism by tiie 
Soviet Union and for subsequent 
economic aid from Moscow. 

Officials at tbe Central Com- 
mittee express alarm at what they 
see as a “wave of anti-Commnn- 
ism” sweeping in particular East 
Germany and Chechoslovakia. 

“Honest Communists, those 
who kept their hands dean and 
were not even part of the corrup- 
tion and oppression before, are 
being driven to suicide,” one 
official said. 


Many perestroika supporters 
say they must try to see things 
from the East 


view. 

“We most understand our 
share of respo n sibility for the 
economic system imposed upon 
these countries,” political scien- 
tist Pyotr Gladkov wrote in tiie 
weekly Moscow News. “We were 
also responsible for suppressing 
any attempts to restructure or 
improve the political system.” 

Anti-Soviet sentiment in East- 
on Europe was directed not at 
tiie Soviet public, Gladkov wrote. 



bat “against a system which, 
combined with their own similar 
systems, has oppressed them for 
40 years and us for even longer. 


ever,” one said. 


«* 


Soviet diplomats who share 
snch views say that by and large, 
the new East European govern- 
ments are grateful to Gorbachev 
for starting the reforms that led to 
the overthrow of tbe old regimes. 
“But gratitude doesn't last for 


Socialism — the Japanese way 


By 


Seigo Sal 
Renter 


Sakamoto 


decades of rale in tiie parliamen- 
tary elections. Analysts expect it 


TOKYO — After being out of 
power for more than 40 years, tbe 
Japan Socialist Party (JSP) is 
trying hard to convince the voters 
— and itself — that it is ready to 


to maint ain a narrow majority, 

SodaJ- 


The Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP), which has ruled for 34 

years, is expected to squeak by with 
a nanow majority in the Feb. 18 
d e c uoog. 

But the JSP expects its own 
kind of victory at the polls — an 
end to one-party rule by the LDP 
— and it’s setting aside its inter- 


nal squabbles and softening its 
S-U.S., i 



anti-U.S., anti-business stance of 
the past. 

“If we want power , it is natural 
that we should start from real- 
Slogan Ito, chairman of the 
s policy board, said. “We 
should aim for r efo r m s on a 
gradual but steady basis." 

The JSP is not fielding enough 
candidates to stand a chance of 
winning outright victory on Sun- 
day, but has raid it would seek to 
rule unth other non-Communist 


its 

toughrat test in more than three 


but say the possibility of a 
isMed coalition cannot be ruled 
out. 

“We are aiming for 140 seats. 
If we fail to win 130, well have to 
do sane serious soal-searcfaing,” 
Ito said. 

Tbe JSP, the main opposition 
group, held 84 seats in parlia- 
ment's po werfu l lower house bo- 
fore that 512-member chamber 
was dissolved fa tins month’s 
election. 

Led by the flamboyant Takako 
Do, Japan’s first female political 
leader, tiie JSP spearheaded an 
upset victory by the opposition in 
upper bouse elections last July. 

Sex and money scandals, un- 
popular sales tax and farmer an- 
ger at agriculture liberalisation all 
co n tributed to the LDP’s loss of 
control of the upper house for the 
first time in its 34-year history. 

“We were al thrilled at the 
dramatic change,” Ito said. 

“It signifies the be ginning of 
the end of single-party rule by die 
LDP and tiie dawning of a new 
erea which can allow for a change 
of power.” 

But he i 


has much work to do to get ready 
to govern. 

“We might have fallen into tbe 
habit of thinking of ourselves as 
being a permanent o ppo si tion 
party,” Ito said. “We have to 
radically alter our style — shifting 
from opposing anything the gov- 
ernment proposes to taking re- 
sponsibility for the future of 
Japan.” 


Japanese self-defence forces to 
exist and existing nuclear power 
plants to operate, From this real- 
ity, we make a start,” Ito said. 

Tbe JSP used to be notorious 
for fierce intra-party ideological 
strife. But with tbe chance of an 
opposition coalition emerging, 
leftists and rightists within the 
party have pot aside their quar- 
rels for now, analysts said. 


That means 


some of 


giving up » 
tbe party's most cherished 
because they are viewed as un- 
realistic by many of Japan's vo- 
ters. 


admitted that the party 


“It is only natural that we 
should continue to be on tiie side 
of the Western democracies,” Ito 
said. “Onr economy is based on 
market medianigm. We won’t 
adopt a government-controlled 
economy. But at the same time, 
we wifi impose restrictions or 
offer guidance to meet the needs 
of the whole society.” 

The party has also softened its 
opposition to the U.S.-Japan 
security treaty, which was first 
signed in 1951 and which governs 
nriHtary relations between the 
two nations. 

“We will allow tiie U.S.-Japan 
security treaty to continue, the 


But the party has had 
success in convincing its potential 
coalition partners that it is willing 
to change its ways and adopt 
more middle-of-the-road policies. 

“Immediately after the election 
ends, we plan to resume serious, 
substantive dfafnEonn on a coali- 
tion,” Ito said. 


“If we really intend to work out 
agreement, it’s a sample matter.” 
Its potential p a i t n es are the 
middle-of-the-road Democratic 
Socialist Party, the Buddist-back- 


ed Komeito^jQean Government) 


cratic Party. 


only issue the fom non-Co mm on- 
fist opposition parties agreed on is 
the need to abolish the three per 
cent sales tax itroduced last 
April. 


U.S. pressure seen key to South Africa future 


By Carol Giacomo 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — American 
experts, worried that Pretoria 
may dash the huh hopes created 
by Nelson Mandela's release, say 
U-S. pre s sure to begin black- 
white negotiations this year on 
Sooth Africa’s future could be 


for any change of life. It has not 
told the m t here will have to be 
sane sacrifices,” said the foreign 
policy adviser to a senior congres- 


Tbe adviser. Who visited South 
Africa recently, said be believed 
the chances were high that Pre- 
toria could backslide on the road 
to a 


wanted than to. 

President George Bash has 
said Washington is prepared to 
play a “very useful role” in solv- 
ing South Africa's problems. 

Bush told a 


won 


South African 
de Klerk has 
freeing the 

leader after 27 years i 


F.W. 
praise for 
black 
jail, and 


tiatians between rating whites 
and the black majority. 

But some analysts, 

“ members of the U.S. 
say that while de 
tions are important, 
they fan fardioit of fundamental 
changes in apartheid. 

“The South African govern- 
ment has not pr epa red tbe whites 


Carnegie 

for International Peace said 
“backsliding would be more 
dangerous than moving forward” 
for both de Klerk and Mandela, 
because of foe high expectation 
g enerated in South Africa. 


or 


Senior U-S. officials have ex- 
pressed hope negotiations could 
start before tiie end of the year, 
but anti-apartheid activists not- 
ing the pace of radical change in 
Eastern Europe, argue that tuTW 
could happen sooner if Pretoria 


willing to broker 
talks between Mandela de 
Klerk, in a similar way to former 
President Jimmy Carter’s media- 
tion of the Camp David Middle 
East accords. If the two 
thought it “helpfuL” 

. But analysts say the U.S. role is 
likely to be quite different from 
the one played at Camp Ds 
in negotiating last year's 

meat on tiie withdrawal of 

troops from Angola and Nami- 
bian independence. 

In the latter case, tbe United 
States was the mediator of/ an 
international agreement with 
Oiba, Angola and South Africa 
under (he auspices of the United 
Nations. 


Tbe struggle to dismantle apar- 
theid, on the other hand, “is an 
internal conflict which has to be 
settled by the major parties inter- 
nally,” said Baker. 

U.S. experts said however the 

1 _ ■ a. - ■ .< . ■ ■ 


could be im portant in periling the 
two sides towards negotiation, by 
maintaining economic sanctions 
and asserting support tor a non - 


Tbe point at which Washington 
lift st 



might lift sanctions imp osed by 
Congress in 1986 over thea-Presi- 
deat Ronald Reagan’s veto has 
been much debated here since 
Mandela’s release, but appears 
still far off. 

Bush told the news conference 
he would lift do sanctions until 
Pretoria met afi conditions set by 
the U.S. sanctions law. - 

His position mirrors that of 
inflnential congressmen, , as well 
as Mandela. 


These diplomats say they are 
trying to build a new relationship 
with East European capitals, but 
are worried that strongly anti- 
Soviet governments may come to 
power in some of them, following 
elections in the next few months. 

“Poland looks tike an island of 
stability,” one official said. Po- 
land, where Solidarity came to 
power last year and Inis pursued 
caution in its ties with Moscow, is 
the only country in the region not 
to have general elections planned 
this year. 

The biggest problem for Soviet 
East European diplomacy is East 
Germany — host to. 380,000 
Soviet front-fine troops — as it 
careers towards reunification 
with West Germany. . 

This, however, has now been 
put in international hands with an 
agreement at a 23-nation confer- 
ence in Ottawa on Feb. 13 that 
tiie United States, the Soviet Un- 
ion, Britain, France and tbe two 


Gennanys would work together 
to resolve .tire problem^ ..-Jj 
Some Gorbachev alEessavdiat 
what has hajmened ^m' 




v - 




Enrppe provides a 
for "the Soviet UmOTifaiiL ■ 
Ideology chief Vadim Med- 
vedev told the Central _ Commit-^ 
tee that developmenfe^here 7 ” 
-showed what ±appeflgk-wfaea 
“over decades of 
and stagnation; a critical mass of 
explosive material has pifedtyi” 
Perestroika, .by unooverihg^bp 
problems and enaWing rdfagnp 
had allowed the country tor^tynd 
catastrophe, he said. ■ 
Officials said;- however, ttey 
did not believe Gorbachev’s^ deci- 
sion to drop the Ccmmunjrt party 
monopoly on power was .direcdy 
influenced by similar mows in 
Eastern Europe. 

“This country is a law unto 
itself,” one said. “The main fac- 
tor for change has been the total 
failure of the Soviet econoiny to 
compete with the West." 
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copyrights sou rwpectfe oa dog par 
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La ooatrovcixe est en tout css 
suprctkHKe, 8 la Incur des difficulty 
qu'£procvem la Jordanie. et plus 
t* o *ra fament fas pays arabes, dans k 
domaine de I'ddition. Dans fa 
roymunc hscb*mitc. 130 soo*x*s 
talent imtiifti ea 1489 dans ee 
secteur sor fas r eg i s tres de commerce. 
«La phipan dc pub&cnt oependant 
ricn», fad-on remarqoer au DLDNA, 
o& I'cffedmt fas depfiu I ^mw Dar 
al-Basbir . qui doming le maxth£ Joc- 
aL culm matt 8 30 litres, sur fas 765 
pants en 1989. 

Genes, rrrnimr. fa souligue Ahmad 
Sharkas, «on fas comptait sur fas 
doigts de la mam. 3 y a encore me 


sCvisscnz avec utait d'anitf, ee tana 
s’devatt 8 153. 

Plus tpqtaftagte. sans dome, last 
rgvotaooo de ces dteffia sur les tr « is 
dennfaos dfaensics. De 19S5 8 39BS. 
les pays arabes out progress* de _ :iG 
paints (27 8 37). Dans le mfinx 
temps, rACrwoe Nome, par exesq de, 
en gagnair 14, p as re nt de 10 8 24. 
Ton jam en 1985, le moode ankbe 
an it ai t bon d ernier dans h reparti- 
tion planftairc de l’£diiioa da lhrrc, 
avec 0.9%. poor une population 
totalc Mode 8 4% dc la popnlatp on 
du globe. L'Ckdanfa, avec seulerr^sm 
0.5% de la population monditiilc, 
afftchah die }£% du gateau de T*di- 
tx» (Voir grapbiqae). j 

Autre couapai ai so n t ro t ihbmtc : |,k 1> 
fa avec IsraiL En 1963. l*Etat hfl^reo 
totahsait m volume d*£ditioa clem 


OCA. Le ComieO de a: «>p6ration ambe a cflfhrf hkr 8 Bagdad son premiei' 
uunversaire. Oat ptisp an anxlesttvh*s, fas minis tres des Affaires draitcW* 
des quatre pays nranbr cs (Jordanie, Egyptc, Irak et Yfmcn du Nord). Jin»i 
que fa scerttaire gdrfml de la ligoc arabe, Chcdb Klibi. Des reprevnt ant> 
du Consefl de eo^drat k» du Gooe (COG) et de rUnioa du Maghreb a.ane 
(UMA) p a iti d pafan i £]pfcment 8 la mamfestaiioa. Les chefs de diploir^i"-' 
des pays du CCA oot pi ofit£ de ee rassembkmeot pour s’entreiecir de L » ^ 
hbasaise et da probfam e de rimmigratioo massive des jails d'URSS J *■' 
termoires occupy. 

Uban. Any one fraj'Qe arrahnie de deux jours, les duets d'anillene tnt 
repris jcudi encre fas. troupes du gtn&ral Aotxn et les mibnens des Fiwee. 
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Vous propose la location da vehiculos suhrants: 

1. Nissan Sunny 400 XXX) J.D/rhois. 

2. Nissan bluebird 425.000 J.Dftnois. 

3. Nissan Laurel 450.000 J.D/mois. 

4. 4x4/Rocky 500.000 J.D/mois. 

La pftricxte de location dess dtra au minimum de 3 
mots. 

La location comprand: 

1. Un idlomdtrage iHimitft. 

2. Une assurance complete (tous risques). 

3. Une reparation assurfte 24H/24 

4. L’entretien du yttticule est aussi assure. 

(vidange, 6quifibrageJ. 

Le nombie de v6hicuies en location est timitft^ 

Pour da plus ample* Informations 
spooler: BUDGET, Sport City 
Tel 604231. 

Fax 673312. 


Ce* mots sembient pfatAt barbares, 
mats, 8 ea croire Bob LeCbevsBer, fa 
kijlNUi, dot* d*nn alphabet de 17 
oopiociic* et 6 voyetfas. est “doux et 
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For all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-lo-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KA WAR & SONS 

Abdel Hiunid Sharaf Street 
Shmetsam 
PO. Box 78(16 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel. 604676, 604696 



The tint ft best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman, near 
Ahtiyyah Girls School . 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 


J%Ls, 


ij 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




Special ExBcuthm Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 1&30-&30pm 
7.30-tl^Opm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd drete 


cage d’ordinateur 
LeCbevaHer. 

Dta iaameer ea 



repns jcudi encre fas. troupes du gtn&ral Aoan et In aulsciras dn F«»;<.'e-< 
hbaaaises (FL) de Sanri j Geagea cfass fa secteur dirt ben de Beyrouth c> uara. 
ses hanlkoes. Lc chef dc* FL avait poortant aAnfa mercrcdi 1‘auionte de 
Mkird Aoan sur le “pays chrttien*", mate ea rtaffinnant sob refus d'inrtgiei 
ses hommes 8 ranode. Depuis k 31 janvier, les combats encre les deux forces 
de Beyroutb-Esx ont fait plus de 310 mores et prts de 2.000 bfessds. 

Mandril. Lib*rt diroanche denier aprts phis de 27 aa$ derrifere les 
barreanx. Nelson Mandela, 71 ans. a affirm* 8 plusicurs reprises cede 
semamc que fa Coogjnis oarional africain (ANC) 6 tail pret ft un compromis 
avec le pouwear pour I’Ctabbssement du suffiage universe I direct sans 
distraction de race en Afrique du Sod. Le leader historique du mouvemeni 
nationalism noir Ta Diotamment rappel* merexeth dans une interview 8 la 
BBC, tout en stipufasit que son objectif resxcrait rabo&tion totale du rtgime 
de rapaitbeid. 

Retrait. L’URSS s’a a cngag*e ft etuamer le re trait de ses troupes stanonotes 
en Tch*eoslovaquie it pardr du 26 f*vrier, a r*v£l* hier 8 Pra;gue le quotidien 
(hi syndicat commmiisTe icbftque. Scion le journal, la pi u part des 75.000 
hommes de l’Arm*e Rouge auroot quitt* le territoire avant ia fin du mois de 
mai. 


France-Romnanle. Le premier ministre joumain a eaiamfi hier une sisite de 
anq jours en Fnucce. Petre Roman, qui panirip4nti nrtardi ft Paris 8 un 
coDoque sur la nou'relle donne Est-Ouest, doit s'eaireterar aujourd'hui avec 
Je presideat Fraofois Mitterrand, E re neon or ra *jtalemcai le Jief Ju 
gouvemement frant^is. Michel Rocard, et le ministre des Aftaun *trangetcs. 
Roland Dumas. 

Cest foa. Le Pdg tie Perrier, Gustave Leven, a annoned mcrcredi ft Paris que 
son groupe avail d£dd£ de “retircr part out dans le monde" la eifabre marque 
firanqaisc d*eau gazeuse. Gene mesure interviem aprijs la ddcouverte, ii y a 
deux semsdnes, de Prenrtne dais des bouteOks export .*es aux Etais-Unis. 160 
millions de bouteiiles se retrouvent ainsi rerirfes de la vsnie. Cout total de 
I'op* ration: 400 miliious de francs (environ 70 millions de dollars). 
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La part du pauvre 


Africa* 

Oceania Arab States 


Looking for Efleeu, de Rudolf Van 
Den Berg, avec TJjom Hoffman et 
Lysetts Ah tony (1987). Alon qu’il 
vfam de perdre son amie, Philip 
rencontre Eileen. A peine com- 
mence*t-il 8 la conn: litre et 8 sortir de 
sa torpeor, qn’elk disparaiL.. 
Fadval du Obi curafMfaa, au dufiua FU- 
luddphh. taatd IT Ifiirier 8 28bM (mum. 
tin* au angUsX. Lu putfatitu sen suMc 
fa dflw auiui* pur fa r a p -Me da 
du*^fab dTAmaaa, Jlmua Abut Q» 



Festival Deneuve. Le centre culture! 
fanfds propose jusqu’8 la fin du 
mois one shit de films, dost Cather- 
ine Deneuve est 1'actrice (oindpak^ 

fiM* Hmhu. 


j tunes, le jcudi ft lShDV 

Samcdi ! '■ SS^T.-u y -j -:■-!* -c.-i ^ • - 

£Ol flUfflcJ, DidiJi; .dilubl u. jii. .A.-*.* 

Hall. 

Dh-irAe IS: Alien; Abew; Eye witnen; 
The yt jar of fiviqg dangenMoely ; Gonflas in 
the nisi. 

Lofedi 19: Half mo on sueei: Childrai oi a 
lesser God; Against all odds; Fortress; 
Nigta school 

ManB 2ft; B each es; The last temptation of 
Jcw-Christ; The rose; To the devil a 
driugjiten Passkm Flower hotel* 
Mmreitf 21: Tess; One from the heart: Cal 
people; Laloon dance: Exposed, 
iescfl 22: UofakhAtZly yours; Paris, Texas; 
Maria's lovers; Harem; Front page. 
Vcndndi 23: Great Waldo pepper; The 
other nde of mkh^bt; Pretty baby; King 
of gypsies; Atlantic City. 

Films cd venha o ri gt na le. Tft NM1. 
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Lc Lkn du crircne, cTAndr* T*c*i- 
nd, avec Victor Lanoux et Daniefle 
Darrieux (1988). Les aventurex de 
Thomas, 14 ans, dont fa village sans 
histone se retremve seeoud par un 

d v dn e mcnt inane odu 

Centre cutiurd frunpdi, u urcr eg 21 Car- 
rier 8 2M#0 feu Ihnqdi, sou s IBri ea 
arabe). 

Sophie’s choic e , d’Alan J. Pakula, 
avec Meryl Stre^pe et Kevin Kline. 
Et* 1947: l’Amcnque rente d’effacer 
toutes les sdqudles de la deoxfame 
guerre mondulc, en d*pit des drames 
personnels... 

Centra amCriadu, Jewfi 22 Kvrfer 8 19M6 


8 dnttc uuriu Fbhd 


SALON 


pub pra- 


Livres. Le 2e salon internarional du 
Line d' Amman rtunit cette ann*e 
qoelqne 25.000 litres 


route de Swtflefa. teee £ r u n h unM 
Jadaule (tub- ratfale d^autra). 


P ti nfa u t. “Du rtafisme 8 1'abstrait," 
exposition oonsaerte aux peintres 
Alia al-Shanti Amount, Nabila Hilmi 
et Nawal al- Abdallah. 


* Pays anbra 


Chrt-dnb, Stances 8 13h00, I5b00, 


m i / ! « fBBi i . tllOd <slt-«<is)iBk.s. 




EVERY ! 
DAY I 


CROWN 

INT’L EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storaging, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 



i 


DARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Ranting pot is available 


Open dady 12:00 - 13-30 
im -23-30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

^ Tel: 661922 


PEOPLE WHO NEEV 

MSI cleaning 

pjjy* SERI/ICES 
CALL US/ 


J|] Electrolux 


P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 


Tel. 604671 


r CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbsque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.JTJ. 

v 6:30 - Midnight y 


STUDIO HjilG 

l 

Professional Quality ii n 
1 Hour Service ! 
Develop your colour I film at 
our shop and get:- j 


* JUMBO pftioto 
size 30% larger 

* Free enla rge- 


Shmeisani - Opp. G^indlays 
Bank. Phone: 60404i'. 
Swefieh tel: 823891 s 



Same Day Service 
for ail E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra str. 

Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 



sa les se 7’-- 1 .: 

CAlL SO.': A 


Amman that ht^is a 
Kitchenette in eivery 
roomJ 



Amman - Tel. 6681 {533 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROT.L . JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates ani d 
Businessmen 


' c f &» 



fi 


Th rfagmcyPakxe HiArt 

snf snrsinin 


Omani Fish Restaurant 


LI it. A 2nd. 
ford* 

l Jabai Amman 

Tbh 654205 
.Open For 


LUNCH ft DINNER 

jmiiiiN 


Ammen’l No, 1 FWi Restaurant 
■ 0 Fewiy Atmcaphera ++4 

Open (My for hmch and dbmer 


For Reservation aext Take a*ay 
Veh 82*077 


{ Rooftop Baste nntnt }t 
| Nightly 

j OryxBand&l l 

;i Oriental Beily-dalncer 

i Nariman Abboji-Jd [ 

\ Forruanattoin 

ft caH 680000 - 1 !& a JR 

a %_. fiAji 


Furnished Apts. 

STUDIO • ONE BEDROOM 
TWO BEDROOMS 

Dafl> , WMtdy , Monthly. 
Rat« 

Resonable Rates 


^ 826 717 

Granada House 

5 fit CIRCLE NEAR 
QWEEN ALIA COL. 


MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of t'lie works. 

Door to Door. 

Call the friendly 

professionals on 
660507 or 660508 

ARAMEX~ 


01 EASTERN 

PACXWG. 

DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICES. 
INTERNATIONAL TORW.NXDWG 
AIR •& SEA FREKjRT 


| VC, 
B li \ 


- 
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Perrier withdraws, bottles 


from all world markets 


PARIS (R) — France’s Perrkx 
has said it was withdrawing its 
familiar green bottks from all 
world markets to reassure con- 
sumers but said it bad tracked 
down the source of the toxic 
agent contaminating its mineral 
water. 

“We do not want the slightest 
doubt, however small, to tarnish 
onr product’s reputation for qual- 
ity and polity,” Chairman Gus- 
tave Level told a chaotic news 
conference at the company’s 
Farr headquarters. 

Leven, a benign 75-year-old 
who rarely meets journalists, tokl 
them “human error” was to 
blame for the presence of ben- 
zene, a colourless solvent thought 
to cause cancer. 

The discovery sparked a world- 
wide scare and vent Pettier shares 
tumbling on ithe Paris stock 
market. 

The worldwide recall, involv- 
ing up to 160 million bottles, will 
cost the company an estimated 


400 mil Ho n francs ($70 million) 
before tax. Pisrtier is the world’s 
leading mineral water producer 
and markets tone billion bottles a 


General Manager. Frederick 
Zimmer said a fifteV which nor- 
mally removed impurities such as 
benzene from the natural gas 
which gives Perrier its fizz tod 
not been replaced at the firm’s 
bottling plant in Vergeze in 
southeastern Prance. 

“The filters! were meant to be 
changed every six weeks. They 
bad not been replaced for three 
or four montlis,” he said. 

Perrier officials said the filters 
bad now been changed, the water 
was being regiolariy tested, and 
nncontamraateti supplies would 
be back on use shelves within 
days in some countries and two or 
three weeks sit the latest in 
others. j 

tutted there had 
been nezluzencrc and said the 


tmpany intended taking disa- 
inaiy action. 

The health scare started at the 
sekend when the U.S. Food 
an) d Drag Administration said it 
d cfiscovered “tiny” traces of 
ozone in smaples of France's 
it-known mineral water. 

\s it spread, with distributors 
b Canada, Japan, Denmark, the 
Neji therlands and West Germany 
withdrawing their stocks from 
Perrier shares tumbled. 


a 


m 


sail! 



Shares on the Paris bourse 
ed 60 francs ($10) down at 
13 francs ($248) Wednesday, 
1 per cent down from last 
lay’s dosing price of 1,692 
ics (£297). 

be French stock exchange 
chdog COB announced 


Wee inesday it was launching an 


mer admit 
negligence 


confl 


Poland, Paris Club sign 


historical credit (accord 


PARIS (R) — Polamd Friday cbedulmg paym^nts on a record 
signed what 


was dubbed an his- $9-4 bfflion of official debt, 
toxic agreement with the Paris _Paris Club Chairman Jean- 
Qub of government craiitors res- Claude Tncner., head of the 


in 


Perrier stock on the 
NEP options market last Fri- 
a day before news of the 
animation broke. 


* ■ - 

Saudi share market 


poised for steady 


growth after boom 


BAHRAIN (R) — Saxufi 
bia’s infont share market looks 
poised for steady growth in 1990 
after dramatic gains last year in 
stock prices of some banks and 
industrial firms. 

Plans to launch the first elec- 


tronic share dealing system in die 
ril and possible new 


Gulf m April 
share flotations should whet in- 
vestor appetite for Saudi stocks, 
share analysts have said. 

But slower growth in company 
profits and g overn ment steps to 
curb speculation should keep 
share price rises lower than last 
year, when the official stock in- 
dex jumped 20 per cent. 

“The market wDl continue to 
but in a more normal way 
on improved company per- 
formance — we will not see the 
kind of wiki speculation we saw 
last year,” said a member of the 




AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday, February 15, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Stating 
JPentBctiemart 


Boy 

659.0 665.0 
1115.4 1L36.6 
392.3 356.2 

439.9 444.3 


ScB French franc 


1153 1163 


Japanese ren (for 100) 455.6 4603 
Dutch guilder 


348.1 3513 
Swedish crows 107.4 106-5 

Italian tint (for 103) 523 533 

Belgian franc (for 1.0) 1883 190.1 


Amman Financial Market 
weekly vtrading ' 

Following is a summary of trading during last week and the 

previous week: 


■ 


Feb. 19*14 

Feb. 3*7 

Daily average 

JD 1,459,108 

.ID 1,970,771 

Total volume 

JD 7,295.540 

JD 9,853,854 

Total shares 

3,809,774 

4.132,194 

No. of contracts 

4250 

4,798 

Sectoral trading: 


Industrial 

JD 3,452,278 

JD 3,876,820 


(47.3%) 

(39-3%) 

Financial 

JD 2,122,938 

JD 3,821,017 


(29.1%) 

(38.8%) 

Service 

(21%) 

(19.5%) 

Insurance 

(2.6%) 

(2.4%) 

Share price index 

141.0 

144.1 

No. of companies 

67 

73 

Price movement (rise) 

27 

13 

(decline) 

30 

48 

(stable) 

10 

12 


ch treasury, appealed to 
nerci&l banks after the 
smeot was signed to grants 
i that were at least as favour- 
able. 

“It ’s the most ext rao rdinary 
agreement we’ve ever had," 
Tnch et fold a news conference, 
sayinjg the deal was historic. Po- 
ind owes about $27 billion of its 
$40 billion foreign debt to 
axis Club. 

fret said the new deal m- 
I $3.4 billion in interest 
sots owned to the end of 
m which Poland had fallen 
1 

bo covered 100 per cent of 
tmcipal and interest pay- 
falling due between now 



and th le end of March 1991, be 


Pola md and 17 creditor govern- 


ments 

tiationi 


have been locked in nego- 
s on the rescheduling since 
Wednesday. 

3et said the speed at which 
die ^ r estexn governments had 
ed to agree on reschedul- 
ing scich an enormons sum 
showed 1 their confidence in Po- 
land aind their desire to help it 
implexr tent courageous market- 
onented refonns. 

The Paris Onb now expects 
trial banks to postpone all 
the iniberest that Poland owes 
than - something that has never 
been djpne for any other country 
fret Mid. 


ldt quits 


LONDON EXCHANGE RAVES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar afi midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

One Sterling 1.6860/70 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 13015/25 

Canadian dollar 

1.6925/32 

Deutschemarfcs 

1.9075/85 

Dutch guilders 

1. 50412/52 

Swiss francs 

35.35/40 

Belgian francs 

5.7520/70 

French francs 

1256/1257 

Italian lire 

144.70/80 

Japanese yen 

6.1600/2000 

Swedish crowns 

6.5155/605 

Norwegian crowns 

6-5280/330 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 415.10/4,15.60 

U.S. dollars 


HOLM (R) 

Kjefl-Okrf Feldt, who 
tried to trim Sweden’s lavish wel- 
fare sta to with free-marfcet poli- 
cies, ret ugned from Prime Mons- 
ter Ingjrar Carissou’s caretaker 
sent Friday. 

Feldt 1 ’s e ffo rt s to modernise the 
y through free market re- 
xade him coatroverrial at 

home. 



Riyadh-based Consulting Centre 
for Finance and Investment. 

In October the Saudi index for 
55 listed companies traded on the 
kingdom’s telephone and telex 
market broke 100 fra the fiist 


Profits of Arab Cement Com- 
pany rose five-fold to 111 million 
riyals ($30 million) and its share 
price trebled. 

Saudi Pharmaceutical Industry 
and Medical ^Appliances Corp 
(SPIMACO) — ‘which has yet to 
begin operating — was a market 
leader m die industry sector. Its 
share price rose to 338 riyals in 
December from 168 in January 
1989 on news of deals it bad 
arranged with international drag 
companies. 

In a bid to halt price swings. 
Finance and National Economy 
Minister Mohammad Afi Abal 
KhaS warned investors in Octo- 
ber against unwar r an ted specula- 
tion. 

Prices for some firms fell as a 
result, with A1 Rajhi shares 
plunging 500 riyals to about 1300 
just after the announcement. 

“The Saudi share market does 
not ran on company news — it 
runs mainly on rumours,” a bank- 
er commented at the time. 

Analysts said SAMA went out 
of its way to protect investors but 
its rules aimed at doing this some- 
times made it hard for firms to go 


time since it was set up in Febru- 
ary 1985. It has continued to rise, 

reaching 110.26 at the end of public or to raise capitaL 
January. Any company which wanted to 

Figures released by the Saudi sell shares to the public must first 
Arabian Monetary Agency agree with the ministry of com- 


ASEAN urges EC not to neglect 


poor countries for East Europe 


KUCHING, Malaysia (R) — 
Political and economic changes 


sweeping Europe could spell 
aster for 'developing nations, 
Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad said 
Friday. 

“Fears have been 
that large 
ance to Eastern Europe will be at 
the expense of other developing 
countries,” Mahathir told a meet- 
ing of European and South East 
Asian foreign ministers. 

He said the setting op of a 
single market among European 
Community (EC) member states 
hi 1992 Would give the EC “an 
enhanced economic and political 
role." 

But he added: “Tire potential is 
there for an inward-looking and 
less open trading group. If we add 
Eastern Europe as well, tire EC 
might well do without the rest of 
the world." 

While tire EC had stressed tire 
imp ortance of South East Asia as 
an investment centre, he said, 
“the atriniria of the investors is 

somewhat different.’’ 

European investors still prefer- 
red to put their money in Europe 
and North America, Mahathir 
told tire opening session of a 


The EC is ASEAN’s third 
largest trading partner after the 
United States and Japan, 
a opnnntin g for 13 per cent of 
ASEAN’s exports and 14 per cent 
of imports in 1967. 

ASEAN groups Brunei, Thai- 
land, Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines and Singapore. 

TtwIi Foreign Minis ter Gerard 

Collins, president of the EC 
Council, reassured Mahathir that 
developments in Eastern Europe 
would not adversely affect 
ASEAN’s interests. 

“The importance of ASEAN is 
too great and your achievements 
in terms of peace, stability and 
fc omynic growth too substantial 
for us to consider any lessening of 


Malaysia, wtuen he said 

matter of economic sOTvwtt, 

a ^v>y ii>tiDg for five per cfeflt ot toe 
country’s export earnings and 


employing 162,000 p eople- 
Malaysia, a leattiir” 
tropical hardwood, 
cosed of unfiscmnmately fcfflug 

rain forests and unfairly treating 
tribal people who try to prevent 

logging- 


(SAMA) show the total value of merce on an existing share value, 
shares traded in 1989 was 3.4 based on its fixed assets rather 


billion riyals ($906 million), 65 than on performance, 
per emit up on 1988. Ibis could lead to underval un- 

loaded share value of fisted tion of shares of established 
commercial banks soared 205 per firms, while new companies with 


emit over 1988, taking up about no track record could find it easy 
half the total business volume, to find buyers for their shares, the 
Cement firms followed with a analysts said. 

52 per cent gain in traded share “The government feels the 
value, then industrial companies public is not sophisticated enough 
with 36 per cent and service firms, to judge the value of a company 
with 23 per cent. Analysts said — so instead of having informa- 
this was offset by sharp declines tion disclosure requirements, it 
in tire electricity and agriculture takes responsibility for ensuring 
sectors. the share value isn’t too high,” 

Banking sector gains were said one. 
caused partly by a general econo- Government rules also pre- 

mie recovery in tire kingdom fuel- vented shareholders from taking 
led by higher oil prices, tire money raised through a public 
analysts said. flotation out of the company, so if 

But the main cause was the' they wasted to recoup part of an 
popularity of A1 Rajhi Barking initial investment they (fid so 
and Investment Corporation, through a private placement, the 


whose share price shot u^ to a analysts said. 


High of 1800 riyals from 100 when Bankers said automated share 

they were issued late in 1988. dealing would revolutionise the 
Duty of up to 20 per cent market by providing accurate 
placed ou imported cement at pricing and information, enabling 


end-1988 sharply boosted the per- small investors to compete better 
formance of focal cement firms, with large ones. 


Drexel shuts shop 


NEW YORK (R) — Drexel Bur- 
nham Lambert issued final 
paychecks to many of its em- 
ployees and began shutting down 
Thursday, ending a golden era in 


profitable business financing 
scores of companies with high- 
yielding, speculative debt secur- 
ities railed junk builds, filed 
Tuesday lira: protection from its 


it led Wall Street through creditors under federal bankrupt 


unprecedented takeover 
boom. 


cy lav 
down. 


laws and said it would shut 


minister s from tire EC and the 
six-member Association of South 
East Asian Nations (ASEAN). 


■our i n terest in tins region,” he 
said. 

The EC commissioner for 
North-South relations, Abel Ma- 
tures, added: “The EC will fulfil 
both its responsibilities on its own 
continent and its responsibilities 
elsewhere in tire world. The EC is 
keenly aware that these are com- 
plementary, not exclusive, de- 
velopments.” 

Jhc two-day meeting in tire 
east Malaysian town of Kiichmg 
on foe island of Borneo is ex- 
pected to focus on economic 
issues and tire environment. 

Mahathir also called on West- 
ern environmental groups to stop 
campa ig ni ng against logging in 


Dozens of spear-wielding 
members of tire nomadic Penan 
tribe have been detained briefly 
in Malaysia in recent years:. 

Malaysia was determined to 
resettle all jungle dwellers “into 
the mainstream of the nation’s 
life,” Mahathir said. 

“There is nothing romantic ab- 
out 


and disease-ridden people, he 
said, "and we will make no apolo- 
gies for endeavouring to uplift 
their living conditions.” 

• “We do not intend to tnm the 
Penan into Truman zoological 
specimens’ to be gawked at fay 
touzistoandstut&dltyantiirtpo- 
legists while the rest of tire world 
passes them by,” he stressed. 

Diplomats said Malaysia hail 
chosen! to host tire ASEAN-EC 
meeting in Sarawak to let Euro- 
pean officials judge for them- 
selves whether Malaysia wasvio- 
tinrising the Penan, who an 
9,000. 


Austral skid spurs call for 


‘dollarisation’ of economy 


BUENOS AIRES (AP) — 
Argentina’s battered currency, 
the austral skidded another 9.6 
per emit against the U.S. dollar 
Thursday .^tokixig inflation and 
demands that the government 
protect workers’ purchasing 
power. 

Reynaldo Hennoso, secretary- 
general of the Argentine Federa- 
tion of Chemical and Petroche- 
mical Industrial Workers, deman- 
ded that union members be paid a 
monthly wage equivalent to $100. 

The austral, which lost -99 per 
cent of its value last year, traded 
at 3,500 per dollar Thursday, tip 
from 3,170 the day before. The 
rate early last February was 17 to 
1, with devaluation has come 
hyperinflation. The cost of living 
soared by 4,923 percent in 1989, 
and by a staggering 8,164 per cent 
from February 1969 through last 
month. 

The failure of wages to keep, 
pace with price hikes has touched* 
off strikes that Thursday 


rupted courtrooms and oilfields 
nationwide, and previously shut 
down bus tines, commuter trains 
and public hospitals. 

Teachers are - threatening to 
boycott classes- when the school 
year resumes March 5, to accept a 
monthly wage of 180,000 australs 
(SSI) would be *the confirmation 
of a crime,” union leader Alberto 
Nazar said. - 

The 180,000 australs, negoti- 
ated two weeks ago, and a value 
of $150 in early January when the 
austral traded at 1,200 per dollar, 
and $96 earlier this month when 
the austral traded at 1,870 to 1. 

President Carlos Menem re- 
portedly considered but rejected 
last December a plan to allow 
wages, prices and other economic 
variables to be set in dollars -as 
well as the austral, Argentina’s 
c urren cy since June 1985 and its 
fourth monetary unit inthe past' 
21 years. 

Nevertheless, the go vernmen t 
last month formally' allowed 


stores to quote prices in doOais as 
well as australs. JJanks may 
accept deposits in dollars, and a 
major source erf investment fi- 
nance are bonds denominated in 
dollars. 


The hope of any “doDarisar 
tion” scheme is that wags and 
prices fluctuate in a rough parity, 
and the centraTbank’s inatnfity to 
print dollars would enforce 
monetary discipline. ’ 

Last mouth alone, the central 
bank printed about one ttiffion 
australs, pumping up themouey 
the one-third and coo- 
tributing to inflation of 79 per 
cent The rate for February is not 
expected to be much lower. ' 

“ However, the “doflarfrs&B" 
prp^osal faces aanag th£gdvcm - 
ment-so Jar has- been- unable to 
overcome: The central ; bank. 

; simply lacks the doHarsto back-- 
up all the australs in circulation, 
and pay -wages in any c urrenc y 
except- the austral. : . 



Investors snap up Reader’s Digest stock 


It was the last working day fra 
many of the firm’s 5,300 em- 
ployees. Although some Drexel 


offices will officially be open, 

will not 


inside sources said staff 
be paid after Thursday. 

Drexel, which built a hugely 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — Shares dosed slightly lower despite confidence that 
the pro-business Liberal Democratic Party will win Sunday’s 
election. The Nikkei slipped 11.67 points to 37*460.32. 


HONG KONG — Prices dosed sharply higher although profit- 
taking erased some of the early gains. The Hang Seng index 
dosed 29-21 points higher at 2.939-25. 

SINGAPORE — The market ended firmer cm speculative buying 
and bargain-hunting . The Straits Times industrial index rose 5.42 
to end at 1,584.77. 


BOMBAY — Share prices were hit fay profit-taking after an earty 
rally, sparked by. an official report showing a rise in Indian 
exports, to finish mixed in heavy trading. The Bombay stock 
exchange index slipped 0.09 point to 689.98. 

FRANKFURT — Renewed foreign demand for West German 
shares pushed prices higher across the board as optimism about 
West Goman business prospects continu ed. The 30-share DAX 
index rose 42.70 points to end at 1,893.66., an increase of 23 per 


ZURICH — Swiss shares dosed tinner hi lively trading, with 
brokers saying buying sentiment late in the session was supported 
by Thursday’s firm New York dose and riaq^pnoes in Frankfort. 


The all-share SPI index rose 63 to 1,127. 

LONDON — Share prices retreated from the dyy*s highs mainly in 
r e s po nse to a mixed opening in New York, wi'iexe news the U.S. 

e x pected 


MlllUvl 


initial impact The FTSE index reached 1 a session high of 
2334.4 but by 1615 GMT it was at 2325.8, up 12.0. 

NEW YORK — Wall Street stocks strengthened on what investors 


generally favourable U.S. economic data reported 
by the U.S. government. The Dow Jones industrial average rose 


fight points to al 


r r 


late-m orning 



E BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



1 promised Harriet she’d never 
see me with another cigarette 
in my hand." 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
a by Henri Arnold and Bob Lea 


J nacr aii JHe these four Jumbl ea , 
me letter to each square, to form 
our ordinary wonts. 


He shouldn’t be 
^/gossiping Ifce that 


NIKKY 

n 


MAGLE 

nn 


II SVAUE 


mm 

iCWlWi 



■ 

□ 



1 LAIWHE 



■ 


■ 

w 


ONE WAY TO KEEP 
FRl EMITS & NOT 
TO POTHfS, 


Now arrange the circled loUerB to 

ir.iswg- 


form the surprise answer, __ 
Bested by the above cartoon. 


mm" 


Yesteiday’* 


Jumbles SHYLY ELDER 


(Answers tomorrow) 
MUFFLE AUTHOR 


Answer They said she was beautiful but not quite 
this— “ALL THERE" 


Some had feared wider fallout 
from the largest-fcver bankruptcy 
ou Wall Strut, but the phaseout 
of once-migbty Drexel caused 
barely a ripple. 

Drexel said last week it was 
looking for buyers for its opera- 
tions, but Wall Street players said 
there was little interest. 


NEW YORK (R) — Investors 
eagerly bought up shares of 
Reader’s Digest Association Inc 
Thursday as they were offered to 
the public for the first time in the 
company’s 68-year history. 

The publishing company was 
listed as the most active issue on 
the New York Stock Exchange, 
with more than 7.6 million shares 
bought on the first day of trading. 
The stock was at $22 in late 
trading, compared with tbeimtia] 
offering pribe of $20 a share. 


. Reader’s Digest, touted as the 
world’s most widely read maga- 
zine, said it would sell up to 25 
million shares of the non-voting, 
class A stock in the offering. 

At $22 a share, the stock was 
selling at the high end of the price 
range originally predicted by the 
company. 

The company was founded is 
1922 with the idea that most 


0*Mi*'*l * £• 1 1 V 


magazine aitides were too long. 

mantfr- 


Tbe flagship small-format 

ly is filled with articles condensed 


from, other , 

It has worldwide gradation 
29 million in 15 languages, indpd- 
ing 163. million m the United 
States alone. 

In addition, the company is one 
of tire world’s most successful 
direct-marketing operations, sell- 
ing books, videocrasettes and re- 
cord albums 

Since it was founded by Dewitt 
and Lila Wallace, Reader's 
Digest has built a reputation as a 
closely held company. 


Peanuts 


HERE, LINUS., r U/ANT YOU 
TO UAVE THIS VALENTINE.. 
BUT PON'T MJSUNPERSTANP... 


THIS POESnY MEAN 
I LOVE YOU OR 
ANYTHING.. 




IT MEANS I HAPPENEP 
TO HAVE AN EXTRA 
ONE LEFT OVER.. 


,Z-t3\ 
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Mutt*n’ Jeff 



, yJEFF* I WATTED r T 

iTWENTy-FIVE 

minutes and rjjwr 

IT HASN’T SAY IT 

RAINED YET/ J WOULD 
■ i- -d RAU4 

RAlN^ VET - f 


(NONE, 

'm 


Your sign says 

its GONNA RAH* 
IN ON£ MINUTE/ 


a k. so 

WAIT A 

minute . 1 


RAIN / 
IN (Mps 
minute! 


moNE 

MM' 


Andy Capp 


v * 
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Lendl, McEnroe advance 
into Skydome quarterfinals- 

— fr* 0 tw *o lu^t it ^tK-hearted.” 

and Jdn McEwoc Stayed on McBoore, % tried to fox 


Navratilova into quarterfinals 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHAMF 
t TANNAH HmSCH 


READING THE CARDS 


Both vulnerable. Wen deftb. 
NORTH 

* A 10 9 6 2 . 

9 A J 9 

v 4 2 

* 464 

WEST EAST 

* 3 *54 

; 6 5 4 3 2 ; Q I 7 

9175 ^AQ]*«4 

* A 8 3 * 0 t* 9 

SOUTH 

9KQII7 

: K is 

OK 3 

*K?52 » 

The bidding: 

Wen North East Sotfk 

Pw Pm* Pass 1 * 

P*SS 4 * Pw Pw 


Opening lend: Nine of 0 . 

Dear Charlie: 

Ax xbe moment 1 am in Italy fihn> 
mg a thriller. It brings to mind how 
similar we the tasks dm face a de- 
clarer and a detethe. Each most 
ferret out the dues that lead to the 
solution of the problem at hand. 

Which reminds me of this hand I 
played a couple of ycareago at the 
annual tournament m Grans-mr- 
SioTe. My team was leading the 
competition and h came op halfway 


through a iMlp h pg, closest 
chaSeagen. My partner** passed- 
hand mice to feorapadet was a trifle 
•ttHWhx. ha (hen you know that 
P*ui Gbcmti is never in the 

West led a diamond. Eas won the 
ace and returned the queen. My 
pro blem was to avoid losing three 
dub tricks. I drew trump* m two 
rounds and, since even a winning 
fincsic in beam would not provide ■ 
solution, Itfanmated hearts by ruff- 
ing the third round. 

1 now knew East had noted with 
age-queen of diamond* and queen 
of beans. Had be hdd the ace of 
dufe* ■* well, be would iqrriy have 
opened the bidding. 1 was about to 
lad a low dub to the jack when it 
dawned on me that (here was some- 
thing unusual about (he defense. If 
East held nothing in dabs, why 
didn't he daft to that suit at trick 
two? Ergo, he had to have a bolding 
that made a dub teed unattractive— 
the queen. 

So 1 led a low dub from hand and 
duckedl I did not mind who won. 
Actually, East won the nine and re- 
mitted ibe len, but I had im problem 
In idling that run to the jack and 
thereby bold my dub leases to two 


THE Daily Crossword »D«*da.(h« 


across . 

1 Harper's Ftrry 
action 

5 Land or son 
and 

10 A (aw 

14 a Landiestar 

15 Panama city 


17 UJca (ago 

19 A Klampartr 

20 Bassamar 


23 Indira attira 

25 Mast a pofcsr 
bat 

26 Hava batog 


Central point 


34 Conatallattai 

36 Arthur of TV 

37 Us Thompson 
40 1 ‘Victory 

bakings to 


(Ntpohdt - 

44 Noted total 

45 Eng. river 

46 Nora's dog ‘ 

47 Beams 

49 Tennis serves 

51 Coal scuttle 

52 Two — ktafl 
54 Exclamation 
56 Spaaks 

lovingly 

56 AZ waterway 
61 Cruising 


66 Via and Iter 
66 Pleased 


:■■■■ mu aaiai 


Eiaaiaa 

an 

lyinpiifl 

liiaiaaiia ■ 

^^^^■aiaaa 


r isii 4 


71 Theul o( yon 

72 Mendad ■ 


.5 Sdj. suhf. 

' 8 Down - 
7 Thanks — 1 

S Decants 
9 FoBowod 

10 Bsno of cMm 

11 Bteam 

12 BMnptt hat 

13 W**r 
entdoafly 

18 Thicks' 


2* Ganna 
27 Paiwrt 


ufln 

31 AMfar Km 


IVat. I 


Solved: 
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nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 


73 Adn. Zonvwmft 35 Portico . 

48 Kacti *nd 

69 OcMfl 

38 DMcfao 

ConrnoB 

• stem 


1 Races the 


2 Landed 

3 Capri a 

4 Valleys 


39 MM oath 52 

41 Condo Richard trtee 

42 Denounce 53 Niagar a 

a calM ntfy - SS MokBng 

43 I forbid: tat. 57 Aeeumutata 


•arty fflma 
82 Ura port 


M R a g a nH nq 
67 Actor Bsatty 


a 

Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 


THE PICK UP ARTIST 


CHICAGO (R) — Tot seed 
Martin* Nmntuora cosduoed a 
pa mp amhCMwe tennis diaicai the 
expense of fellow American 
Anne While at die 5500,000 Od- 
ea*© teani* tournament 
Thur*d*y. 

Navratilova barely had time to 
work up a sweat as she despatch- 
ed White 6-0, 6-0 in just 40 
nxrotrte* to advance to the quar- 
terfinals. 

Navratilova, who dropped just 
11 points in the first set and 14 in 
[be second, said she came into the 
mutch with the intention of work- 
ing on various parts of her game. 

’Tve bcen working with Bffly 
Jean King on so many dungs/* 
said Navratilova. ”1 worked on 
every facet of my game tonight I 
could, ground strokes, volleys, 
serves and footwork." 

White admitted that she would 
not have bet against Navratilova 
coming into the match. 


"I have to be a realist," said 
White smiling. "On my very best 
day and on Martina's wont, I 
couldn't beat her. She'd have to 
break her arm and default for me 
to have a chance." Local teen 
Linda Harvey-Wikl proved that 
her first round upset of French 


^acario of Spain was no fluke by 
eliminating Australian Nicole 
Ptovis 6-4, 6-4. 

“1 didn’t play as well as I did 
wainst Arantxa," said Harvey- 
Wild, who is playing in her first 
tournament as a professional. 

"I feel like 1 am in the comfort 
zone playing at home in front of 
my friends, said five 19-year-old, 
who has become the darling of 
Chicago tennis Cans. 

Harvey-Wild's will tty to feep 

her upset string going when she 
takes on eighth-deeded fellow 
American Pam Shriver in the 
quarterfinals. 




FORECAST FOR SATURDAY FEBRUARY 17, 2990 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll /tighter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
can use today to wind-up an old- 
year point that has followed you 
into toe New Year. An agreeable 
note Oat is quick, responsive and 
logical wffl bold the due to this 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Get 
off alone with C&suty and find out 
Just what they expect of you. Aid- 
ing your attachment with a prob- 
lem wiD bring affectionate returns. 

TAURUS: (April 20 u> May 20) 
You can add to your abundance 
now throuri* T^ur own creative 
skflb. Take your fiunily out to 
amusing recreations on the town 
and be happy. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Home problems are best worked 
out now in a very common sense 
manner. Adopting a cooperative 
attitude will mean much to your 
attachment now. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
JUly 21) Entertain at borne those 
you want to be much closer to in 
die future. A soft work spoken at 
your loved one could bring long- 
time positive results. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
an discuss financial conditions with 
friends who understand your posi- 
tion. FhH scope daemrion of the 
future with your attachment will be 
productive now. 


time enjoying your dose attach- 
ment. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 u> Novem- 
ber 21) Go along with good Mends 
now on trip* as they haute the 
better judgement. Your family wiU 
now approve of and respond to 
your fittest inspiratioa. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You need to be 
more reeeptive to the wishes of 
those who dwell beneath your own 
roof. Avoid any direct *«”<«* on 
your attachment's pride. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Your home should be 
the place todw for just you and 
your family. Gc out with your 
attachment where influential per- 
sons can admire you as a cmqtie. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Let interesting friends 
know what you would like to do 
with them socially. A day to invite 
and make friends of as many new- 
comers as possible. 

PISCES: (February - 20 to March 
20) Bring outride associates more 
into your daily activities and 
duties. Have give ideas 

bow you could improve yqur home 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) CoUnirion at home can be 
a vended by mote consideration 
being shown. Carry through with 
long time plans made with your 


Today's child: If your child were 
bora today he or she is bring and 
determined in whatever be or she 
wishes to accomplish and at the 
ante time is enthusiastic atirf mj- 
com p ro mi sing in what this child 
wants when it is of a career 'or 
social nature. Yon can be certain 

in current events that expand con- 


12BRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Get off alone with a man you 
want to aid you in a recreational 
activity. You can have a sparkling 


“The stars impel, they do not 
compel." What you make of your 
life is largely up to you. 


NEEDED NANNY NURSE 

Needed immediately a (Nanny Nurse) for a 
newly bom twins. 

Please call 834938 , Amman. 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 

FOR RENT 

Rrsf floor, consisting of 2 bedrooms, glassed veranda, and 
kitchen, supplied with ail electrical equipment as well as a 
spacious lounge including salon and dining room with deluxe 
furniture. 

Rent is preferably annual. 

Location; 5fh Circle area, Samarra' Street, near the Arab Bureau 
for the Combat of Drugs. 

For further details please call Tel. 812440, 814402. 



■ 

Arabic to English: Must have excellent knowledge of 
Arabic, ability to translate into fluent idiomatic English. 
University education, good working knowledge of current 
world affairs, ability to work under pressure with precision 
and speed, and to work day and evening shifts on a 
regular basis, including weekends. Premium placed on 
accuracy. Judgement, dedication, diligence, reliability. 

Good package of compensation offered. 

Send typed or printed C.V. and a recent picture to: 

Personnel Office 
P.O. Box 354 Amman 

NB: Rectal applicants need not re-apply. 


Samaranch ends official visit 


IOC to finance an Olympic 
library and museum in Jordan 


Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Juan Antonio 
Samaranch, president of the 
International Olympic Com- 
mittee (IOC), and Sheikh 
Fahd A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah, 
president of the Asian Olympic 
council, left Amman Fri- 
day after a three-day visit dnr- 


IOC would finance an Olympic 
library and museum in Jordan. 

Samaranch also promised to 
study prospects for IOC 
financing for an Olympic 
academy in the Kingdom, 
according to Minister of Youth 
Ibrahim Ghababsbeh. 

In a press, conference he and 
Sheikh Fahd hdd Thursday 
evening, Samaranch described 
the outcome of his visit to 
Jordan as positive and fruitful 
and contributed to increased 
cooperation between the IOC 
and the Kingdom. Samaranch 
said Jordan was the 16lst 
member of the IOC he visited 
after becoming president of the 
co mmit t ee nine years ago. 

The focus dating the press 


conference was more on inter- 
national sporting issues which 
have heavy pobtkal under- 
tones. These included the in- 
ternational sports boycott of 
South Africa and its expulsion 
from the IOC and Olympic 
Games since 1970. 

Asked whether the recent 
reforms carried out by the 
white minority regime in Sooth 
Africa encouraged the IOC to 
reconsider the membership 
status of the country and allow 
it to partkaapte in the 1992 
Olympics, Samaranch said it 
was too early to say anything. 
“Something is movmg m South 
Africa andf we are studying 
what is happening there very 
carefully,’' be said. 

However, he announced 
that be planned to meet with 
an Olympic committee on 
apartheid in Kuwait Monday 
to discuss South Africa. 

**The Olympic movement 
wiU always be on the side of 
the African countries because 
the solution for this problem 
must come form South Afri- 
ca,” he said. 


Asked *why such measures 
were not taken against Israel, 
which is internationally seen as 
practising racial policies similar 
to South Africa’s apartheid, 
Samaranch said: “The differ- 
ence is that Israel is a member 
of all the internatioual (sports) 
organisations and this is not 
the case with South Africa.” 

On moves towards reunifica- 
tion of the two Germany’s and 
posri b fl ia cs that a single Ger- 
man team could attend the 
next Olympics, Samaranch 
said the IOC did not find any 
problem with such an eventual- 
ity. The IOC would agreed to 
such a request if made, he said. 
“If the Germans agree be- 
tween themselves, we're ready 
to receive the request as we 
have nothing against that,” he 
said. 

On Thursday, His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has~ 
sah received at the Royal 
Court Samaranch and Sheikh 
Fahd. The two Olympic offi- 
cials briefed the Crown Prince 
on preparations for the 1992 
Olympic Games to be held in 


Barcelona, Spam. Prince Has- 
san reviewed with the two offi- 
cials IOC programmes and 
activities and discussed with 
them programmes of the 
Jordanian Olympic Commit- 
tee, which is chaired by the 
Crown Prince. 

Samaranch extended to the 
Prince a formal invitation to 
attend the opening ceremony 
of the 1992 Olympics. 

The IOC chief was pre- 
sented with the Jordanian 
Olympic Committee’s shield in 
acknowledgement of his sup- 
port for sports activities in 
Jordan. 

Samaranch and Fahd left 
Friday for Iran as part of a tour 
which will also include Iraq, 
Bahrain and Kuwait. 


Holyfield ready to fight Douglas 


NEW YORK (R) — Evander 
Holyfield. number one contender 
for die world heavyweight boxing 
title, is ready to fight newly- 
crowned champion Janies "Bus- 
ter” Douglas despite demands by 
dethrowned Mike Tyson for a 
rematch, his manager said 
Thursday. 

Holyfield had been prepared to 
step aside to allow a Tyson-Doug- 
las rematch in June under an 
agreement promising him a fight 
with die winner, bat the Douglas 
camp has since said that the new 
champion might not fight again 
until September. 

HdynekTs manager Dan Duva 
said in a statement that a delay in 
the next Douglas fight had 
altered the picture and Holyfield 
was now ready to face the cham- 
pion within 120 days, as ordered 
by die World Bracing Association 
(WBA). 

“Evander Holyfield has been 


the number one heavyweight con- 
tender for over a year now," 
Duva said. “He was good enough 
to step aside and allow Tyson to 
fight Douglas last week, with the 
agreement be would fight the 
winner. He even considered 
allowing them to fight again in 
June before getting his shot. 

“But if Douglas wants to wait 
until September to fight again, 
then Holyfield has no choice but 
to assert his rights as the number 
one contender and demand his 
shot at the title next, within the 
time frame set by die WBA.” 

Douglas, a heavy underdog, 
stunned the boxing world Sunday 
when he knocked out the pre- 
viously undefeated Tyson in 
Tokyo in the 10th round. Howev- 
er, the WBA and World Boxing 
Council initially withheld recog- 
nition of Douglas to investigate 
whether he benefitted from a 
long count after being knocked 


down in the eighth round. 

Promoter Don King, who in- 
itially protested against the re- 
sult, later accepted it but im- 
mediately began working on 
plans for a rematch. 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information 
please call 
Waef Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT IN SHMEISAN j 

Super deluxe apartment consisting of 3 bed- 
rooms, salon, dining room, sitting room, 3 
bathrooms, fully equipped ALNO kitchen, maid 
room, new American furniture, TV, video, tele- 
phone, intercom, central heating, covered park- 
ing area and a watchman. 

For more information please contact Tel. 
816892 between 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 


ENCYCLOPAEDIA BRITANNICA 

FOR SALE 


Encyclopaedia Britannica 1989, constitution limited edi- 
tion — 5,000 printed copies in the world only — is for sale. 

The Encyclopaedia is brand new, still in boxes, it includes 
32 volumes, navy blue luxurious binding, 3 volumes of 
Webster’s dictionary, a World Atlas and die 1989 Annual 
Book. 

Also for sale a 54 volume of the Great Books of the 
Western World, Founders binding. 


Leaving town, must sell. 

If Interested please call 690616. 
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CITIBAN< 


POSITION VACANT 

CITIBANK Amman is seeking to employ an 
MBA graduate for a challenging position in 
the bank. Applicants with prior banking 
experience are encouraged to apply, 
however prior experience is not a must. 

Interested applicants should send their 
Curriculum Vitae with a recent photo to the 
following address: 

Personnel Officer 
CITIBANK, NJK: 

P, O. Box 5055 
Amman, Jordan 

The latest date for receipt of applications is 
February 28, 1990. 


SffiSH© Management Consultants, the leading 

Jordanian management consulting company, with 
. 80% of Its professional staff consisting of Jordanian 
nationals, currently needs to fill the following - full- 
time positions In response to our growing consulting 
business in Jordan and the region: 

SR. Consultant. Manufacturing 

Significant growth in our manufacturing practice 
requires us to seek an experienced manufacturing 
consultant, to lead manufacturing and operation 
strategy projects In several manufacturing and 
service industries. Candidates will have an MBA 
degree and a BS engineering degree . and 3-5 years of 
either manufacturing consulting or operations 
management in a manufacturing environment. 
Willing to travel up to 30% of the lime, and strong 
interpersonal and presentation skills are essential. 

Consultant. Manufacturing 

We are In need of an experienced manufacturing 
consultant. Candidates will have 2-3 years 
experience in first hand manufacturing operations, 
industrial engineering, or systems development. A 
B.S. degree In the engineering disciplines is required 
and a masters degree Is preferred. Willingness to 
travel up to 30% of the time, strong Interpersonal and 
presentation skills are essential. 

Candidates for both positions need to be Jordanian 
citizens, with fluency in Arabic and English: and are 
expected to show a high level of commitment and 
motivation, team spirit, and willingness for hard 
work. 

MMIS offers significant opportunities for career 
advancement, international training and personal 
development as well as attractive remuneration and 
benefits. 

Qualified candidates are requested to submit 
resume/curriculum vitae of their educational and 
work experience no later than March 1 5. 1990 to: 

MM3© Management Consultants 

Jordan Institute oT Management /Industrial Development Bank 

PO Box 7976. Amman. Jordan 
Phone: 649040 Ffoc 649041 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


Pmema 


Trrrr: 




Tel: 634144 


Cinema 




Td: 675571 


Michel Kiton 
star of Batman in 




Mcnuneet: 30Q, fcU. 830, 


Puby A Santayana jbowji 1140 ul 


Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 674111 



PafonaMneo:3-30, &00.&30, 1030 
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to start pullout from 

■ 

zechoslovakia on Feb. 26 



■■ r 


- - 1 /« 


• »< s 

- ' 


:r. 


PRAGUE (Agencies) ■ 
leaving Czechoslovakia i 
Party trade onion daily 


The Soviet Union has 75,000 
• troops and some dependants sta- 
"tiooed in Czechoslovakia follow- 
f ing a Soviet-led Warsaw Pact 
invasion in August 1968 which 
pended the Prague Spring liber- 
alisation era under Alexander 
Duboek. 

The paper said the military 
pullout would start Feb. 26 and a 
• r substantial part of the Russian 

force would be with- 
drawn by May 31. 

> ; Prace said the pullout date was 

>!:* agreed at a meeting of Czechoslo- 
vak and Soviet experts who 
” started negotiating the timetable 
and technical details of a troop 
‘ withdrawal last month. 

For many Czechoslovaks now 
■led by a reformist government, 
tire Soviet officers and soldiers 
are no longer welcome. 
Thousands of citizens have de- 

% 

.xnonstrated in recent weeks to 
demand that the Soviet troops 
leave at once. In one protest 
30,000 massed in Prague shouting 
: "Ivan, go home." 

The hardline Co mmunis t lead- 
ers who invited Warsaw Pact 
troops to throttle the Dubcek-era 
reforms surrendred power last 
November after huge street pro- 
tests. 

Czechoslovakia was the hist 
Warsaw Fact state occupied by 
Soviet forces to open talks on 
their withdrawal. 

It flatly told Moscow it wanted 
the first contingent to go before 
free elections in June and the rest 
out by the end of the year. 
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Soviet troops w31 start 
10 days, the Communist 
Prace said Friday. 


Gen. Anton Siimak, Czechos- 
lovak chief of staff, initially said 
the Soviet withdrawal would be- 
gin next week in Bnmtala, 260 
kilometres east of Prague, the 
Czechoslovak news agency CTK 
reported. 

Later, however, CTK said 
Soviet and Czechoslovak: delega- 
tions meeting in Prague agreed 
that the pullout would begin on 
Feb. 26, the day President Vaclav 
Havel begins his visit to Moscow. 

As they approach their first 
free elections in more than 40 
years, Hunary and Czechoslova- 
kia view the removal of Soviet 
forces as a symbolic affirmation 
of independence. 

Havel indicated Tuesday that a 
personal letter he received from 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
might help resolve the question of 
how soon all 73,500 Red Army 
soldiers would be out of Czechos- 
lovakia. be did not elaborate. 

Talks on the withdrawal began 
in Prague in January. Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Lnbos Dob- 
rovsky told journalists Tuesday 
an agreement on a deadline 
could be readied by Sunday, 
which would allow Havel to si gn 
It when be goes to Moscow. 

Magyar Nemzet, a Hungarian 
daily, quoted Foreign Ministry 
official Ferenc Somotyi as saying 
Hungary could “count on work- 
ing out the agreement within a 
month.” 

Czechoslovakia has insisted 
that the Soviets withdraw regard- 
less of the resutls of East-West 


talks in Vienna on reducing con- 
ventional forces in Europe, but 
Hungary has not. 

Officials appear confident of a 
Vienna agreement this year, now 
that the Soviets have accepted 
U.S. President George Bush’s 
to reduce the number of 
i. and Soviet soldies in Central 
Europe to 195,000 on each 


proposal 
U.S. and 


while allowing the United States 
to keep 30,000 troops in outlying 
countries. 

Hungary wants all 50,000 
Soviet soldiers stationed on its 
ter ri t ory to depart by eariy 1991’ 
but Somogyi said the Kremlin 
was concerned about transporta- 
tion and facilities for the return- 
ing soldiers. 

“We have to take into account 
oar negotiating partner’s posi- 
tion,” he was quoted as saying. 

Slimalr said withdrawal from 
Czechoslovakia could not be 
completed by the end of 1990 for 
technical and social resons. 

Both governments have ack- 
nowledged that a bottleneck 
might result from withdrawing 
large numbers of soldiers from 
neighbouring countries simul- 
taneously through one Soviet 
border point, where trains would 
have to be changed because of 
different track widths. 

Soviet officials also cite a Lack 
of housing for most of the 16,000 
families of Soviet soldiers and 
civilian workers based in 
Czechoslovakia, Siimak said. 

A preliminary agreement indi- 
cates about 35 per cent of the 
soldiers will be withdrawn by the 
end of May, along with 40 per 
cent of the tanks, 30 per cent of 
other combat vehicles and nearly 
one-third of helicopters and artil- 
lery, he said. 



EC to hold special summit on German unity 


BRUSSELS (R) — European 
Community (EQ governments 
have decided to hold a special 
summit in Dublin in early April 
to discuss the implications of Ger- 
man unity, diplomats said Friday. 

They said a formal announce- 
ment with the date was expected 
later this afternoon from the Irish 
government, which currently 
holds the EC’s rotating pres- 
idency. 


The diplomats said the meeting 
of the 12 EC leaders would prob- 
ably be more substantial than 
their special “Saturday night 
s ummi t" in Paris last November, 
when they reviewed the changes 
sweeping Eastern Europe, in 
talks over dinner. 

EC foreign ministers are 
already scheduled to hold a regu- 
lar meeting in Luxembourg on 


April 2 and the diplomats said 
that session could be used to 
prepare a s u mmi t a week or so 
later. 

European Commission Presi- 
dent Jacques Delors, who also 
attends such summits, was the 
first to speak publicly about the 
idea this week although Irish offi- 
cials bad already been consider- 
ing-calling the special meeting. 


Hawke calls snap elections 


CANBERRA (R) — Australian 
Prime Minister Bob Hawke, in 
power since 1983, said Friday the 
snap election he called for March 
24 was the most important in 40 
years. 

“It’s the most important elec- 
tion since 1949 because I deeply 
believe that the decision in this 
election will essentially determine 
the sort of character of the nation 
that we’re going to enter the 21st 
century with," Hawke told a 
news conference soon after 
announcing the election date. 

Labour leads the Liberal 
National Party Coalition by 
around three percentage points in 
latest opinion polls. The opposi- 
tion coalition needs only a 2.6 per 
cent swing nationally to gain 
power. 

Victory at the poll would give 
Labour, which has a majority of 
22 seats in the 148-seat House of 
Representatives, the Australian 
lower house, a record fourth con- 
secutive term of office. 

Hawke said the election would 
be dose but said Australia’s 11 
milli on voters should consider the 
achievements of his Labour Party 


over the past seven years when 
casting their ballots. 

“I'm not in any sense compla- 
cent or cocky about this cam- 
paign... it's going to be a tight 
rampaign and we’re going to have 
to try hard, work hard,” he said. 
“I think the conditions are poss- 
ibly there for .an improvement in 
our majority.” 

“The essential question is 
whether we will continue 
together towards the achieve- 
ment of a fair sodety, an in- 
creasingly efficient and competi- 
tive Australian economy and all 
that within a healthy environ- 
ment. 

“Or whether we’re going to 
torn the dock back to what were, 
without question, the days of 
entrenched privilege, of lost 
opportunities and of environmen- 
tal degradation.” 

Hawke, already Labour’s 
longest-serving prime minister, 
had to call an election by May 12, 
the end of his three-year term. 

Analysts say he was persuaded 
to move early because of con- 
tinued dissension in opposition 
ranks and signs that record home- 


loan rates, a major cause of dis- 
satisfaction among voters, were 
set to fan. 

“There is a truth of Australian 
politics which has been reflected 
over a long period of time that if 
you can’t govern yourselves, you 
can’t govern the country,” he 
said. 

In-fighting was a major cause 
of the opposition coalition's de- 
feat in the last election, in 1987. 
Liberal leader John Howard was 
deposed in May, 1989, by 
Andrew Peacock, who headed 
the party unsuccessfully into the 
1984 election. 

But the Liberal Party is still 
struggling to project itself as un- 
ited while Peacock, who sacked a 
senior cabinet member Wednes- 
day for discussing the possibility 
of election defeat, is seen by 
voters as lacking credibility and 


A Morgan Gallup opinion poll 
earlier this month said only 26 per 
oent of those polled thought 
Peacock would make a good 
prime minister, while 60 per cent 
thought Hawke was the right man 
for the 


Nujoma 
elected 1 st 
Namibian 
president 


WINDHOEK, Namibia (AP) — 
Sam Nnjoma, leader of the 
South-West Africa People’s 
Organisation (SWAPO) for 30 
years, was elected Namibia’s first 
president Friday in preparation 
for the territory’s independence 
on March 21. 

The 72-member constituent 
assembly unanimously elected 
Nujoma, who helped found 
SWAPO in 1960 and. led it 
through a 23-year bush war against 
South African rule of Namibia, 
formerly called South-West 
Africa. 

“On behalf of the Namibian 
people and myself I want to 
express my sincere appreciation 
for the trust and honour you have 
bestowed upon me,” Nujoma 
told the assembly. “1 will execute 
my duties in con formi ty to the 
letter and the spirit of the con- 
stitution.” 

South Africa, which has ruled 
Namibia since 1915, has agreed to 
grant the territory independence 
under a regional peace accord 
signed in 1988 with Angola and 
Cuba. 

More than 6,000 United Na- 
tions military and civilian person- 
nel have been monitoring the tran- 
stion to independence, which be- 
gan last April. 

SWAPO won 41 assembly seats 
in elections last November and 
six other parties c ap t u red the 
remaining 31 Spots. 

Despite a hard-fought election 
and sharp ideological differences, 
the parties quickly worked out a 
democratic. Western-style con- 
stitution that has won virtually 
unanimous support. Also, Nu- 
joma has named whites, business- 
men and opposition party mem- 
bers to his cabinet in a bid to beal 
the deep divisions caused by the 
long war. 

Nujoma, 60, has little formal 
education, but is considered a 
shrewd, instinctive politician who 
has maintained the leadership of 
his organisation despite several 
challenges over the years. 

He helped found foe Ovambo- 
land People's Organisation, the 
fo r erunner to SWAPO, in the 
late 1950s. He went into exile in 
1959 and was named president of 
SWAPO in 1960, when it was 
formed. 

Under his leadership, the 
movement was recognised by the 
United Nations as the “sole and 
authentic representative of the 
Namibian people” although the 
t erri t ory had dozens of political 
parties. 

Nujoma helped launch SWA- 
PO’s guerrilla war in 1966 and 
travelled widely during has yeas in 
exfle, particularly to Communist 
and Third World countries. 
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WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Honecker admits responsibility for crisis Cheney visits frontline troops in Korea 


EAST BERLIN (AP) — Ousted Communist chief Erich Honeck- 
er has repeated bis admission of responsibility for the East 
German crisis, according to a statement on East Geman TV. In 
the Thursday night statement, Honecker also admitted that 
national municipal elections last year were mairipniaf^rf Outrage, 
over the elections was a major factor in the peaceful popular 
uprising that led to Honecker’s ouster Oct. 18. The 77-year-old, 
ailing former leader has been accused of widespread corruption 
during his 18-year rule and faces trial next month for hi gh treason. 
Rainer Eppehnann of Democratic Awakening, one of eight 
opposition officials added to Communist Premier Hans Modrow’s 
government on Feb. 5, read the following Honecker declaration 
on TV. “According to my earlier delcarations, I admit being 
politically responsible for the crisis in which the state and the 
people of... (cast Germany) are suffering now. This extends to 
the circumstances that led eventually to the manipulation of the 
election results on May 7, 1989. At the same tune, I want to s t re ss 
that I never in my life made political decisions out of egoistic 
motives and that I feel free of any guilt in a juridical sense.” 

Burma detains 25 election candidates 

BANGKOK (AP) — Burma's military rulers have detained at 
least 25 opposition parliamentary candidates hinwiiwk of 
other dissidents in advance of premised elections. Western 
diplomats in Rangoon said Friday. AD 25 candidates had been 
held since Feb.8. Most are members of the leading o ppositi on 
group, die National League for Democracy, according to the 
diplomats, who spoke on condition of anonymity. They said die 
candidates were all running in the May 27 election, which will be 
the first multi-party vote since I960. It was not dear for how lone, 
the candidates would be detained, or what charges they faced, if 
any, said the diplomats, reached by telephone from Bangkok. AD 
the detained candidates were r unning for office in Rangoon. The 
diplomats said several hundred other di«tf<ignfg had hwm de- 
tained smee November, indudjng many young supporters of die 
National League. 



SEOUL (AP) — U.S. Secretary of Defence Dick Cheney flew by 
h elico pter along the heavily fortified border b e t we e n North and 
South Korea Friday and lunched with combat-ready American 
froqps to discuss cutbacks in U.S. forces. Morning fog in the 
rugged terrain along the demilitarised zone delayed Cheney's 
helicopter tour, but the weather improved by noon and he flew 56 
jatonietrre northeast :of Seoul to Camp Casey, headquarters of the 
U.S. 2nd Infantry Division. Cheney saw dozens of tanks, bunkers 
and guard posts covered with camouflage, buildings painted in 
oDwe-drab and brown^md soldiers in fau-dxess bat tle 

the standa r d uniform for combat-ready troops al ong the 
between North Korea and the South. ^ 

Bomb kills New York undercover officer 

■ 

PATCHOGUE, New York (AP) — A bomb planted in an 
mi marked pohee car exploded Thursday, killing an undercover 
narcotics detective in front of his home, officials said. Dennis 
Wnste nhoff, 41, died at Stony Brook University Medical Centre 
Heady three boms after his car New op just after noon, said booiita] 
spokeswoman Maxine Simpson, “this was probably an assassina- 
tion and job-connected,” said Suffolk County Police Commission- 
er Daniel Guido. “But we don’t know whether it was revenge or 
related to a current case Wnstenhoff was working on.” The bomb 
blew out the entire front part of the car, Guido said. 

Queen Elizabeth heads home 

■ 

CHRISTCHURCH, New Zealand (AP) — Queen Elizabeth H 
and her husband, the Duke of Edinburgh, flew our of New 
Zealand Friday after a 16-day visit. Governor General Sir Paul 
Reeves, Prime Minister Geoffrey Palmer and a number of cabinet 
ministers were among those who g athered on the tarmac at 
Christchurch Airport to bid farewell the royal couple. Before 
entering the British Airways plane for the joosoey to London, the 
queen, dressed in royal bine, turned and waved to a bmII crowd 
fining the airport wring deck. _ 
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4 leaders forge 6 anti-drug cartel’ 



CARTAGENA, Colombia 
— The presidents of the Uni’ 
States and three cocaine-produc- 
ing nations of Sooth America, 
have forged an agreement on a 
new drug-fighting strategy during 
a tense summit under an air, sea 
and land security shield. 

U.S. President George Bush 
' boasted that the new pacts he had 
, signed Thursday with Presidents 
Virgilio Banco of Colombia, Alan 
Garcia of Peru and Jaime Paz 
Zamora of Bolivia would create 
the world’s “first anti-drug 
cartel.” 

A joint communique signed by 
the four presidents apparently 
ruled out the use of U.S. military 
forces in the Andean region. 
“Each conn try may involve its 
armed forces in this fight within 
its own national territory,” the 
document said. 

In their meeting,- they steered 
away from some of the most 
controversial drag initiatives, 
such as the idea of a naval cordon 
off Colombia, and chose instead, 
to deal in broader themes. That 
helped keep harmony among the 
sometimes differing Leaders. 

Extraordinary security precau- 
tions were taken to protect the 
four leaders: 5,000 uniformed 


troops guarded the proceedings, 
battleships presented an imposing 
force off shore and helicopter 
gunships hovered nearby. 

But Colombian guerrillas made 
their own point, abducting a U.S. 
priest in Cali, the third U.S. 
citizen taken prisoner by the re- 
bels this week. ^ 

A small bomb also exploded 
Thursday morning, seven 
kilometres from Barranquilla air- 
port, damaging a voltage regula- 
tor of a hne that fed the air 
conditioning of die airport where 
Bush landed two hours Later. 

Bush pledged that the United 
States would step up its efforts to 
cut down on drug use and lower 
demand for the cocaine produced 
in Bolivia, Colombia and Peru. 
The three Latin presidents had 
come to the summit complaining 
that the United States had not 
done enough to curtail demand. 

Back in Washington, D.C. 
federal prosecutors sent their 
own message — announcing the 
indictment of Mayor Marion Bar- 
ry on eight counts of perjury and 
possession of a controlled subst- 
ance, cocaine. 

“Every tactic and every 
weapon pales into insignificance 
compared to the need to reduce 


demand,” Barco said. ‘The only 
law that the narco-terrorists do 
not break is the law of supply and 
demand.” 

Zamora said the leaders bad 
talked about creating an “alter- 
nate economy” so the peasants of 
the coca-growing and processing 
nations would not be dependent 
on the crop for their livelihoods. 

After the meetings, be said, 
“we understand the tine magni- 
tude of the problem a&d how to 
face it.” 

Bush returned to Washington 
Thursday night on Air Force 
One, the U.S. presidential plane, 
without incident. 

At the end of the summit, 
Garda, who once threatened to 
boycott the meeting to protest the 
U.S. invasion of Panama, spoke 
of the need for a vigorous crop 
substitution programme. 

“What has changed here is 
concepts, so that we never go 
back — a better relationship be- 
tween Latin America and the 
United States,” he said. 

Barco said, “no,” when asked 
if Colombia would be willing to { 
have U.S. naval forces patrolling i 
in international waters off Col- J 
ombia’s coast to keep track of , 
drug shipments. ‘Tt is not neces- J 
sax?,” be said. ! 
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Albanians stage fresh protests in Kosovo 


BELGRADE (R) — Hundreds 
of ethnic Albanians staged fresh 
protests Friday in Yugoslavia’s 
southern province of Kosovo, 
where 29 people have been kfiled 
in riots over the past 'month, 
Tanjug news agency reported. 

It said some 500 ethnic Alba- 
nians marched through Titova 
Mitrovica towards the town’s 
high school and called for pupils 
to join them. 

The past month’s strife has 
been the worst surge of violence 
in Yugoslavia sine Albanians 
rioted last March against curbs on 
the autonomy of Kosovo, pan of 
the country’s biggest republic, 
Serbia.' 


Ethnic Albanians, who make 
up 90 per cent of Kosovo’s 
population, demand greater re- 
gional autonomy and the resigna- 
tion of the province’s Serbian- 
controlled leaders. 

The daily newspaper Borba 
said that students at Pristina Uni- 
versity pledged Thursday to 
boycott classes until their de- 
mands for the lifting of emergen- 
cy police measures and the re- 
lease of political prisoners were 
met. 

On Thursday, some 7,000 
ethnic Albanians took to the 
s treets in alent marches in two 
Kosovo towns. 


“It is evident that the situation 
in Kosovo has deteriorated after 
a brief calm,” Tanjug said Friday. 

A joint statement by opposi- 
tion groups appealed to the Alba- 
mans to “avoid any form of man- 
ifestation which might serve as 
justification for renewed repres- 
sion.” 

Last month's riots were 
sparked when police broke up a 
protest in Pristina, the regional 
capital, on Jan. 24 by 40,000 
ethnic Albanians. 

The conflict has spilled over 
the province’s boundaries and 
polarised national leaders already 
bitterly divided over Yugoslavia’s 
future. - 


U.K., Argentina restore ties 


LONDON (AP) — Britain and 
Argentina have welcomed the 
agreement to restore diplomatic 
ties severed nearly eight years 
ago by the Falklands War, but 
their dispute over ownership of 
the British-ruled islands goes on. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd said in Sky Televi- 
sion Thursday night that the 
agreement reached by officials of 
the two countries in Madrid ear- 
lier in the day was a very good 
one. 

“It underlines the fact that we 
have no quarrel with Argentina 
and this has been achieved with- 
out any sacrifice of (British) 
sovereignty,” over the islands, he 
said. 

But President Carlos Menem at 
a news conference in Buenos 
Aires Thursday repeated Argen- 
tina’s claim over the South Atlan- 
tic islands 480 kilometres off his 
country's coast 

Argentine Foreign Minister 
Domingo Cavallo said the deal 
“means pasting from a state of 
war to a state of peace.” 

At the same, Menem moved 
quickly to finish the process of 
normalising relations by 
announcing that career diplomat 
Mario Campora. who is currently 
deputy foreign minister, would be 
named the new ambassador to 
Britain. 

British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher has consistently 


refused to discuss Falklands 
sovereignty with Argentina. In 
return, Argentina refused until 
thursday to say it regarded hosti- 
lities with Britain in the South 
Atlantic to be ended. 

~ United Nations Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
said: “I very much welcome the 
decision... to re-establish di- 
plomatic relations. Then im- 
mediately creates an atmosphere 
of confidence.” 

Talks between British and 
Argentine officials on resuming 
normal relations be^an last Au- 
gust after Menem said Argentina 
would not raise its claim to Falk- 
lands sovereignty at them. 

Talks in Bon, Switzerland, in 
July 1984 foundered over Argen- 
tina's insistence on raising the 
sovereignty issue in the face of 
Britain’s refusal to discuss it. 

The Falklands war erupted af- 
ter Argentine forces invaded the 
islands on April 2, 1982. Britain 
sent a military task force, which 
recaptured them after a 74-day 
war. The fighting claimed the 
lives of 7-12 Argentines, 255 Bri- 
tons and three islanders. 

Argentina claims the islands, 
which it calls the Malvinas, are 
part of its Spanish colonial herit- 
age and says Britain stole than. 
Britain denies this. It has ruled 
than as a colony since 1833. 

A key to the Madrid deal was 


Britain’s agreement to lift its 240 
kilometre-radius military protec- 
tion zone around the islands, 
from which Argentine warships 
and planes were excluded. 

The zone was patrolled by Brit- 
ish submarines, ships and planes, 
while the islands themselves are 
guarded by 2,000 British troops. 

Sir Crispin Tickell, the diplo- 
mat who led the British team in 
Madrid, said: “The zone is bang 
lifted (from March 31)... what we 
have done instead is to create 
security areas of importance to 
both countries.” 

The British Foreign Office said 
Thursday night that the two na- 
tions had agreed to inform one 
another about movements of 
their warships and military air- 
craft in key areas of the south 
Atlantic and give notice of large 
military exercises. 

Under the deal, Argentine 
warships wishing to come within 
80 kilometres of the islands and 


warplanes wishing to 
come with 110 kilometres will- 
have to give 48 hours notice. 

Menem said the Madrid deal 
opened uptrade possibilities for 
Argentina, a major meat expor- 
ter. “Aside from having elimin- 
ated... the possibilities of an 
armed conflict, it opens for us 
wide possibilities in... the Euro- 
pean Economic Co mmunity ,” of 
which Britain is a member, be 
said. 


Polls predict high turnout, LDP 
victory in Japanese elections 


TOKYO ( AP) — Unusually high 
voter turnout is expected in 
Japan's parliamentary election 
this weekend, with more polk 
Friday showing the governing 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) 
likely to stay in power. 

Less than two days before the 
ballot, Japanese mafia predicted 
an 80-93 per cent voter turnout in 
Sunday’s election for representa- 
tives to parliament's powerful 
Lower House. 

The high voter interest reflects 
the importance of the election, 
which could drive the Liberal 
Democrats from their 34-year 
bold, on power. Last July the 
Liberal Democrats lost control of 
the less powerful Upper House in 
the wake of the imposition of an 
unpopular new sales tax and foe 
mflnence-btxyisg Recruit scandal, 
named after the firm at tiie centre 
of the controversy. 

The newspaper Yonrinri Shim- 
bun said Friday its poll showed 
that “the people’s concern over 
the Recruit scandal and the con- 
sumption tax has weakened while 
concern over basic standaxd-of- 
tiving issues such as land, hous- 
ing, prices and welfare has in- 
creased.” 

A survey of Kyodo News Ser- 
vice released Friday showed die 
c o nser vatirego vemin g party win- 
nag 46.7 per cent of toe vote-mid 


the Japan Socialist Party, 
toe no. 1 opposition group, tak- 
ing 23.8 per cent The liberal 
Democrats’ share increased by 
1.5 per cent from a Kyodo poll 
taken before parliamentary eieo- 
* tions in 1986, while the Socialist 
registered 13.2 per cent s upport 
.at that time. 

Other media polls during the 
week have given toe Liberal 
Democrats 259-285 seats in the 
512-seat Lower House, down 
from their current 295, and toe 
Socialist 120-140 seats, up from 
their current 85. 

A party need a minhun of 257 
seats for a ample majority in the 
chamber, which selects the prime 
minister and has the power to 
adopt the national budget and 
freaties without approval of the 
Upper House, which can block 
legislation on other issues. 

In all the surveys, 30-40 per 
cent of the voters polled re- 
mained uncommitted to any 
candidate, leaving open the posti- 


A high voter turnout is ex- 
pected to help the Liberal Demo- 
crats. But a victory by them 
would not mean they could c an y 
on the business of government 
unhindered. 

“Important bills submitted by 
the govenune nt-LD P will come 
to naught if they are rejected by 
the combined opposition in the 
upper chamber,” political analyst 
Kenzo Uchida wrote Friday in 
the Japan Times. “The dispute 
will continue between the ruling 
and opposition parties over the 
consumption tax, which is the 
biggest immediate issue.” 

Opposition parties led by the 
Socialists are calling for an end to 
the 3 per cent sales tax instituted 
last April and say they will pass 
in the Upper House to 


abolish the levy. 

The opporition also is calling 
for deep political reforms in the 
wake of the Liberal Democrats’ 
heavy involvement in the Recruit 
scandal, in which many LDP 


from a subsidiary of Recruit Co.. 


paper, said 80 per cent of those 
they surveyed expected to. Voter 
turnout was 71 per cent in the 
1986. balloting aiw.65 per cent in 

tbe Upper House election last links to the sandal, and his sni> 
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. Noboxu Takeshrta resigned as 
prime n&mstef last June over his 
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Mandela to get 
a Mercedes car 

■ r 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — Mer- 
cedes Benz workers have got . 
permission to build Nelson Man- 
dela a luxury saloon car — ’ 
painted red — to show their 
admiration for the freed South 
African black leader. Mercedes v 
Benz South Africa, a subsidiary 
of West Germany’s car maker .~ 
D aiml er Benz AG, has said it had 
agreed to a demand by the 
National Union of Metalworkers 
that a red car be assembled to 
“acknowledge the pride and 
esteem in which the majority of ^ 
its employees hold Nelson Man- 
dela.” The union said toe move 
was subject 'to the approval of 
anti-apartheid activists coordinat- 
ing Mandela’s activities. 

Jacuzzi gives 
huge lovebite 

STOCKHOLM (R) — A Swed- 
ish woman who got stuck in a 
Jacuzzi's suction system was 
taken to hospital — with back 
paip c and a huge “lovebite" on 
her bottom. Physician Jan WeL- 
lander said toe shocked woman 
had not been able to break loose 
from the suction system in the 
public jacuzzi until it was turned 
off. He said toe jacuzzi bad given 
her a suction mark measuring 20 
by 30 centimetres. He urged 
other jacuzzi bathers to be care- 
ful. “It was the biggest lovebite 
I’ve ever seen,” he said. 

Stripper-politicjan ** 
sentenced to jail 

TAIPEI (R) — Hsu Sbao-Tan, 
Taiwan’s stripper-turned -politi- 
cian, was sentenced to three 
months in prison for making a 
pornographic movie, court offi- 
cials said. Under Taiwan Jaw, 
sentences of under six months can 
be settled by paying a fine — 
am o untin g in Hsu’s case to only 
8,100 Taiwan dollars ($310) — 
instead of serving the time. Hsu 
did not appear in court for the 
sentencing. She admitted appear- 
ing in toe movie but said the nude 
scenes were not of her body. Hsu 
narrowly lost a race for a seat in 
parliament in December elec- 
tions. 
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S. Korean officials ^ 
turn Cupid 

SEOUL (R) — South Korean 
rural officials have turned Cupid, 
offering a 100,000 won ($145) 
reward to matchmakers finding 
wives for lonely fanners. “There 
are at least 200 unmarried far- 
mers aged over 30 here. It is 
extremely difficult for them to 
find their wives in this rural 
area,” Park Choon-Ja, an official 
at the Namwon county office said 
Tuesday. A mass exodus of 
young women from the country- 
side, lured by the relative ease of 
city life, means there are few 
marriageable girls left behind for 
men who stay down on toe farm. 
“There is only one young woman 
for every 10 old bachelors in this 
area. Despite our efforts to help 
the old bachelors, toe marriage 
problem is gening worse,” Park 
said. 

• • • 
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Here comes Havel 
on his scooter 

PRAGUE (R) — Czechoslovak 
President Vaclav Havel says he 
uses a child’s scooter to speed his 
way through the cooridors of 
power. The 53-year-old head of 
state told reporters an organisa- 
tion called the committee for a 
merrier presence gave him the 
scooter after hearing of the huge 
offices and long corridors he had 
to negotiate in Prague’s Hrad- 
caay Castle. Havel admitted lie 
had occasionally wheeled his way 
through the castle since his 
appointment seven weeks ago to 
avoid being late for meetings. 


fci 


J 

4- 


\ 
a I 


•* 

lb 


"J 

•.4 

% 











